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Russian (Field 31): Sample Iltems

SUBAREA VI: ORAL EXPRESSION
DESCRIPTION OF THE ORAL EXPRESSION OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM

In this section of the test, the candidate is required to provide a spoken response to a prompt, which is
presented in written form. Each assignment describes a situation requiring oral communication with a
specified audience in the target language (e.g., a response to a hypothetical problem encountered
within the context of common life situations, a narration of a past experience, or a discussion of the
advantages and/or disadvantages of a proposed idea). Candidates are given one minute to formulate
their response and two minutes to speak. The candidate is expected to demonstrate the ability to
communicate in an appropriate register that displays cultural knowledge and sensitivity, produce an
articulate and smooth flow of speech, and use an appropriate range of vocabulary, idiomatic
expressions, and simple and complex language structures.
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION ONE: ORAL EXPRESSION

For this section of the test, you will speak in response to an assignment presented on-screen.

At the conclusion of these directions, the test will automatically advance and the speaking assignment
will be presented on the next screen. Listen to the directions carefully and review the assignment. You
will have one minute to read the assignment and consider your response. When your preparation time
is over, you will be notified that your preparation time is complete and you should be ready to begin
speaking. Watch the screen as the test advances and a Recorded Answer box is presented. You will
have two minutes to record your response. Do NOT begin speaking until the screen advances and
you see the Recorded Answer box presented on-screen. A sample of the Recorded Answer box
appears below.

Fecorded Answer

Current Status:
112 seconds remaining.

[ )

Monitor your recording time by referring to the Recorded Answer box. The time in the Recorded
Answer box will count down from 120 seconds (2 minutes) and the status bar will fill as your recording
time progresses.

When your recording time is over, the current status on the Recorded Answer box will change to
"Completed," indicating the conclusion of the oral expression assignment. You will automatically be
advanced to the next screen. Do not click the Next button unless you have finished recording your
response with time remaining and wish to move to the next screen. If you advance to the next screen
with recording time remaining, you will not be able to go back.

You will be provided with a list of suggestions to help direct your response. It is not necessary that you
address every point in the list, nor are you limited to the points mentioned. However, what you say
must be relevant to the situation with which you are presented, and part of your score will be based on
the degree to which you elaborate on the topic by addressing either the suggested points or points of
your choosing.

You may use the erasable notebooklet provided to make notes; however, you will be scored only on
the response that is recorded in the test.

Your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria.

CONTENT: the adequacy of the information presented, including the number of ideas, the
development of ideas, and the depth and specificity of supporting details

COHERENCE: the organization and clarity of the ideas communicated
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GRAMMAR: the accuracy of grammatical and syntactic constructions (e.g., conjugation of verbs,
appropriate use of tenses, subject/pronoun and article/noun agreement)

VOCABULARY: the command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions and appropriateness of word
choice

FLUENCY: the ability to maintain a flow of speech, without hesitations or pauses that affect the overall
comprehensibility of the response

PRONUNCIATION: the comprehensibility of articulation and the appropriateness of stress

You will have only ONE opportunity to record your response. Once the recording has begun, it cannot
be stopped, nor can you re-record your response. Be sure that your microphone is in a downward
position near your mouth before you begin speaking.

The screen will now advance and the speaking assignment will be presented.
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OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM: ORAL EXPRESSION

Read the instructions below. You will have 1 minute to study these instructions and prepare
your response, and then 2 minutes to record your final response. You will be told when the
preparation time is over and the recording is about to begin. Begin studying the instructions
and preparing your response now.

*(PAUSE 1 minute)*

Imagine that you are the faculty advisor to a student from a country where Russian is spoken who is
spending a year at your school on an exchange program. After several weeks in the United States,
the student is homesick and is not interacting well with other students. The student's parents
telephone to express their concern and ask your advice. Speaking in Russian, reassure them
about the situation and offer them advice about how their child might better adapt to the new
surroundings. You may wish to include, but are not limited to, the following topics:

+ possible reasons for the student's difficulty in adjusting, and any changes that could improve the
situation;

» what the parents might do to encourage the student; and
* what the student could do to adapt more successfully to the new situation.
*'Your preparation time is now over. At the conclusion of these directions, the screen will

automatically advance and recording will automatically begin. Begin speaking when you see the
Recorded Answer box presented on the next screen. Prepare to begin speaking now."*
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DESCRIPTION OF A STRONG RESPONSE
TO THE OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—ORAL EXPRESSION

A strong response to this assignment would address the situation (speaking to a homesick
exchange student's parents) fully by explaining, describing, suggesting, and advising in coherent,
appropriately formal Russian. Ideas presented should be bolstered by elaboration (specifying
details, extended exploration of topics/assertions, relevant reasoning) that deepens them and
fleshes out the response. The sequencing of ideas should be logical and transitions between ideas
should be smooth. The oral language should be fluid and clear, with standard pronunciation and a
consistent flow of speech that displays facility with using the Russian language to communicate.
Pauses in the response should be appropriate to the delivery of the content, and not the result of
uncertainty about the language itself or the inability to pronounce words or construct sentences.
Ideas should be expressed with phrases and grammatical constructions that are idiomatic to
Russian and not imported from another language. A variety of relevant vocabulary words,
expressions, verb tenses and moods, and syntactical constructions should be employed in order to
render the response clear and precise. The response should show mastery of verbal aspect and
be free from grammar and usage errors.

Return to Test Information Guide
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SUBAREA |: LISTENING COMPREHENSION

DESCRIPTION OF THE LISTENING COMPREHENSION
OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM

In this section of the test, candidates are presented with an assignment that requires literal and
inferential comprehension of a sample of speech. The recorded speech sample is played twice for the
candidate. The recorded speech sample may be in the form of a monologue (e.g., a speech) or a
dialogue (e.g., an interview or a conversation). After listening to the recorded speech sample twice, the
candidate provides a written response to an assignment testing literal and inferential comprehension of
the recording. The assignment may require the candidate to perform such tasks as making auditory
discriminations (e.g., time frames), recognizing vocabulary, demonstrating understanding of content,
and analyzing the cultural context of the speech. The assignment is designed to test listening
comprehension and not writing ability; therefore, the response may be written either in English or in the
target language.
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION TWO: LISTENING COMPREHENSION

This section of the test consists of a listening comprehension exercise that involves listening to a
recorded audio excerpt and then responding in writing to an assignment presented. Your response
may be written either in the target language or in English.

If you choose to respond in English, type your response in the response box presented on-screen. If
you choose to respond in the target language, your final response must be written on the response
sheet provided. Please label your response sheet with the appropriate exercise (e.g., "Listening
Comprehension"). Your response sheet must be scanned using the scanner provided at your
workstation.

Instructions for scanning your Response Sheet are available by clicking the "Scanning Help"
button at the top of the screen.

You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your
response. However, your final response to the exercise must be typed into the on-screen
response box OR written on the response sheets and scanned using the scanner provided.

Your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria.
LISTENING COMPREHENSION: accuracy and completeness in comprehending spoken language

INFERENCE: demonstrated ability to analyze elements of spoken language and infer implied
information

Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your
testing time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will
appear on-screen indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only response sheets that are
scanned before you end your test or before time has expired will be scored. Any response sheet that is
not scanned before testing ends will NOT be scored.

Please be aware that the visual enhancements '[ and ‘ “l are NOT
available during this section of the test. Please DO NOT use these features until you have completed

all listening items and proceeded to the remaining sections of the test.

Click the Next button when you have finished reading these directions and are ready to begin the
listening comprehension exercise.

Be sure you have your headset on before proceeding.

Select the Next button to continue.
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OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM: LISTENING COMPREHENSION

This is a listening comprehension exercise. You will hear a dialogue twice. After you have
heard the dialogue, respond in writing to the assignment below, supporting your ideas with
references from the dialogue. Your response may be written in either Russian or English.
Choice of language will not affect your score. Before you hear the dialogue, you will be
given 30 seconds to review the assignment. Begin reviewing the assignment now.

*(PAUSE 30 seconds)
Listen carefully to the following dialogue. You will hear the dialogue twice.
(one male and one female speaker)

female: [Joporue roctu Hawen ctonuupbl! Hala akckypcus nogoLuna K KOHLY, HO Y Hac ocTanoch
HEeCKOITbKO MUHYT Ha BONpPOCKl. £ Bac cnyLwiato.

male: MHe 6bl xoTenocb 6onbLue y3HaTb O LIEPKBSX, B KOTOPbIX Mbl OblfM CErOAHS, Kak 3TO MOXHO
coenaTb?

female: A coseTtyto Bam kynuTb kHUry Ceprest MapkoBa, KoTopasi Tak U Ha3sbiBaeTca — «Llepkeu
ctonuubl». B Hen nogpoGHO pacckasbiBaeTcst 00 UCTOPUN LEPKBEN, NX apXUTEKTYPE, BHELLHEM U
BHYTpeHHeM ybpaHcTBe. KHUry MOXHO KynuTb B NIOGOM KHUXXHOM MarasuHe.

male: Cnacnbo, a MOXHO N1 3adaTb BONPOC JINYHO BamM?
female: [a, ecnu Bac 4YTO-TO MHTEpPECYET, TO NoXanymncra.
male: CkonbKo neT Bbl paboTaeT rmgom?

female: Matb nert.

male: Bbl yanButenbHo cBo60AHO BrageeTe MaTepuanom Ans YeroBeka ¢ Takum HeGomnbLINM
OMbITOM.

female: lNMoBepbTe, NATb NIET 3TO HEMANO, €CNK Tbl NIOULLL CBOK paboTy. K TOMy e 9 NOCTOSAHHO
YMTal0 UCTOPUYECKYIO 1 CMIPABOYHYIO NUTEPATYPY, XOXKY Ha IKCKYPCUM K CBOMM KOnsieram.

male: A Kakon MHCTUTYT Bbl 3aKOHYMUIN?
female: VIHCTUTYT MHOCTPaHHbIX S3bIKOB U CrieumanbHble Kypcbl AN MaoB.
male: A KaknMu MHOCTpaHHbIMU A3blkaMu Bbl Briageete?

female: MoW ocHOBHOW A3bIKk — KMTanckun. A Gbina Ha ctaxnpoBke B Kutae okono roga. Cendyac s
A0BONbHO 6erno roBopro NO-KUTaMCKK, HO, K COXarneHuto, y MeHsi Mano nNpakTukn. B nHctutyTe 5
Takke nsydana paHuy3CKUn U UCNaHCKMA, HO CBOBOOHO UMK He Brageto.

male: Kak Bbl cTanu rugom?

female: CoBeplueHHo criyqanHo. OgHaxabl KO MHE npuexanuy Apy3bs, U S NokasbiBana um ropog,.
Korga Mbl Obinn B 04HOM M3 My3€€EB U 51 pacckasbiBana UM O KapTUHAaX, KO MHe NOAOLWEN paboTHUK
My3es U ckasarn, 4To st Morna Obl CTaTb XOPOLWMM rMaoM. A peluvna, 4To MHe no gyle aTa paborta,
M MOLUMa Ha Kypcbl.
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Now the dialogue will be repeated.

(Dialogue is repeated)

(PAUSE 3 seconds)

Now write your response to the assignment.*

Supporting your ideas with references from the dialogue, write a response of approximately
100-200 words in Russian or in English in which you:

» describe how the female speaker became a tour guide;
* explain what the male speaker will likely do to learn more about churches;

* analyze the female speaker's attitude toward her job.

If you choose to respond in Russian and scan your response, do NOT use more than ONE
(1) Response Sheet.
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SAMPLE STRONG RESPONSE FOR OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—
LISTENING COMPREHENSION

The female speaker says that she became a tour guide by chance. She graduated from the
Institute of Foreign Languages with a major in Russian. However, one day when her friends
visited her, she showed them around the city and told them about several pictures in one of the
city's museums. A person who worked at the museum overheard how she talked about the
pictures to her friends and remarked that she would be a good tour guide. She liked the idea very
much and enrolled in a special tour guide training program.

The male speaker is clearly impressed with the tour guide's knowledge (for example, he asks her
how she knows so much after being in the profession for such a short time) and therefore will
likely follow her advice to go to a bookstore and buy the book The Capital's Churches by Sergey
Markov in order to learn more about churches.

The female speaker is passionate about her job. Even though she has only been a tour guide for
five years, she knows a lot and always strives to learn more to prepare for her tours. She
constantly reads additional historical literature and often takes her colleagues' tours.

10
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ANALYSIS FOR STRONG RESPONSE TO OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—
LISTENING COMPREHENSION

This is an example of a strong response because it is characterized by the following:

Listening Comprehension: The response shows a thorough understanding of the conversation's
literal content. It accurately describes the sequence of events that took place after the female
speaker first got the idea of becoming an official tour guide. It names both her original program of
study and major, and the additional specialized tour guide training she enrolled in. It mentions the
specific title of the book the tour guide suggested that the male speaker read in order to find out more
about the churches in the capital. The inclusion of details such as the length of time the female
speaker has been working as a tour guide and the additional activities she pursues to enhance her
knowledge and tour guide skills shows literal comprehension that is not only accurate, but complete.

Inference: The ability to analyze spoken language and make inferences is clearly demonstrated in
this response. It links the female speaker's surprise decision to become a tour guide to a chance
meeting with a museum worker who pointed out her potential. The inference that the male speaker will
likely buy the book about the capital's churches because he respects the female speaker's opinion is
based on his expressions of admiration of her knowledge. The response also cites the female
speaker's remark that she reads a lot of additional historical literature and takes her colleagues' tours
to support the conclusion that she enjoys her job.

Return to Test Information Guide
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SUBAREA |IV: CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES,
COMPARISONS, AND CONNECTIONS

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION THREE: CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES,
COMPARISONS, AND CONNECTIONS

Each question in this section of the test is a multiple-choice question with four answer choices. Read
each question carefully and choose the ONE best answer. Try to answer all questions. Even if you are
unsure of an answer, it is better to guess than not to answer a question at all. You will NOT be
penalized for guessing.

Select the Next button to continue.

12
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS—CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES,
COMPARISONS, AND CONNECTIONS

The civil war that erupted in Russia during the period known as the "Time of Troubles" (1598—
1613) resulted primarily from conflict between:

A. Muslims and Orthodox Christians.

B. landowners and serfs.

C. contending claimants to tsarist power.
D

major regions of Russia.

As a region, the central and southern Urals are home to some of Russia's largest machinery and
metals industries primarily because this region:

A. is the historical center of Russian population.

B. includes a major river system with access to seaports.
C. was a center for Soviet industrial collectives.
D

contains large mineral and energy resource deposits.

In his trilogy of films Strike, The Battleship Potemkin, and October, Sergei Eisenstein is most
concerned with which of the following themes?

A. an exploration of how individuals adapt to changing social conditions

B. a depiction of Communist leaders' achievements in providing for the people

C. a portrayal of the Russian people's strength in acting together as a collective hero
D

a denunciation of the values and activities of bourgeois culture

13
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14

In 1866 Russian artist Vasily Perov created a painting depicting three peasant children pulling a
sled loaded with casks of water. In choosing to title this painting Troika, Perov was most likely
expressing his view on the:

A.

B
C.
D

strength of family and community as part of peasants' lives and identities in rural Russia.
economic progress experienced by Russian peasants after the abolishment of serfdom.
simplicity and values that characterized peasant life in the Russian countryside and villages.

difficulties and struggles of peasants' daily lives when compared to the wealthy in Russia.

Which of the following responses best describes the main function of the Duma in Russian
government?

A.

B
C.
D

to implement foreign policy
to determine the constitutionality of laws
to enact laws

to manage the state bureaucracy

Which of the following practices is most closely associated with the Russian holiday of
Maslenitsa?

A.

B
C.
D

dressing infants in sashes
consuming bliny
visiting ancestors' graves

baking pryaniki
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Question
Number

1.

ANSWER KEY—CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES,
COMPARISONS, AND CONNECTIONS

Correct L
Response Test Objective

C Demonstrate knowledge of major developments in the history of target-language-
speaking cultures and the significance of these developments.

D Demonstrate knowledge of major developments in the history of target-language-
speaking cultures and the significance of these developments.

C Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between the perspectives and products
of target-language-speaking cultures.

D Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between the perspectives and products
of target-language-speaking cultures.

C Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between the perspectives and
practices of target-language-speaking cultures.

B Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between the perspectives and

practices of target-language-speaking cultures.

Return to Test Information Guide
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SUBAREA IlI: LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR:
LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

This section of the test consists of multiple-choice questions with four answer choices and exercises
that require you to demonstrate your knowledge of linguistics and your command of the grammatical
structure of the language.

Read each multiple-choice question carefully and choose the ONE best answer. Try to answer all
guestions. Even if you are unsure of an answer, it is better to guess than not to answer a question at
all. You will NOT be penalized for guessing.

You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your
response to the exercises. However, your final responses to the exercises must be written on the
response sheets and scanned using the scanner provided.

Write your responses to the exercises on the response sheets provided. Your scores will be based
solely on the responses written on the response sheets provided. Your responses to the
exercises will be scored on the basis of grammatical correctness.

Select the Next button to continue.
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS—
LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

Comprehensible-input activities in a third-year Russian language class would typically include
activities in which students interpret second-language information that is:

A. slightly above their current knowledge level.

B. at a knowledge level equal to their current second-year understanding.
C. slightly below their current knowledge level.
D

at a first-year knowledge level that they can easily understand.

Stephen Krashen hypothesized that second-language acquisition can be inhibited by:
A. proactive interference of the primary language.

B. overextension of single words to cover concepts.

C. affective filtering during communication.
D

limitations imposed by fixed developmental sequences.

A child learning English as her first language produces the word drived to indicate the past tense
of drive. The child's use of the word drived most likely results from the child's:

A. out-of-context imitation of overheard speech.
B. misunderstanding of the past tense.

C. overgeneralization of a previously learned rule.
D

imaginative exploration of language.

17
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18

Which of the following goals and strategies for second-language teaching would be the best way
to take advantage of similarities between first- and second-language acquisition?

A. encouraging communication of meaning through holistic learning methods
B. developing native-like pronunciation and grammatical accuracy through drills

C. encouraging the development of an extensive vocabulary through writing and dictionary
usage

D. developing a sophisticated understanding of literature through intensive reading

Which of the following best characterizes the comprehension stage of second-language
development?

A. production of partially correct structures when speaking

B. inconsistent use of correct grammatical constructions

C. speaking in simplified but accurate sentences to express ideas
D

interpretation of the language with little or no production

In second-language acquisition, intermediate proficiency is characterized by which of the
following properties?

A. dependence on props for communicating

B. ability to negotiate meaning in conversation and other daily interactions
C. cautious use of vocabulary limited to concrete objects and simple phrases
D

reading and speaking skills similar to those of a native speaker

A high school Russian teacher is teaching a course that includes students with many different
backgrounds, experiences, and learning styles. Which of the following types of assignments
would best accommodate the diverse needs of the students?

A. exercises from the students' textbook

B. cooperative and collaborative assignments
C. individual Internet and computer work
D

presentational projects prepared at home
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10.

11.

Students in an intermediate Russian course are able to perform basic communicative acts such
as greeting and responding to greetings, asking and answering simple questions, exchanging
information, and expressing likes and dislikes. Which of the following strategies would best
support the students' development of the next stage of second-language acquisition?

A. providing experiences in which students must negotiate meaning in unfamiliar contexts
B. reviewing grammatical constructions until students have mastered all beginning material

C. grouping students who are at the same level of language proficiency to work together on
class activities

D. presenting frequent examples of recordings made by native speakers to students

In contrast to an adult learner, a child learning the structure of a second language is more likely
to:

depend on written representation of the second language.
apply the deep structure of the second language spontaneously.

memorize grammar rules of the second language.

o o0 w »

compare the structures of the native and second languages consciously.

Unlike the English verb "to accompany," the equivalent Russian verb akkomnaHupoBats is used
only in which of the following contexts?

A. military
B. medical
C. legal

D. musical

To soften a request in English, a speaker might start a request with "could you please ... ."
Which of the following strategies is typically used by Russian speakers for the same purpose?

A. adding the negative particle "He" to the request

B. using the patronymic of the person to whom the request is made
C. adding the phrase "moxHo, noxanyicra" at the end of the request
D

using a second-person plural imperative in the request

19
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ANSWER KEY—LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

Question  Correct
Number Response

20

1.

10.

11.

A

C

Test Objective

Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language
acquisition.

Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language
acquisition.

Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language
acquisition.

Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language
acquisition.

Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language
acquisition.

Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language
acquisition.

Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language
acquisition.

Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language
acquisition.

Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language
acquisition.

Demonstrate understanding of the similarities and differences between the target
language and English.

Demonstrate understanding of the similarities and differences between the target
language and English.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
OPEN-RESPONSE ITEMS

This section of the test consists of exercises that require the candidate to demonstrate command of the
grammatical structure of the language. The first part consists of a cloze passage with twelve blanks to
be filled in according to specific directions. The words or phrases to be filled in may include verb forms,
pronouns, modifiers requiring agreement, inflected noun forms, or other important elements of syntax
and usage. The second part consists of six short-answer questions. The first three require
transformation of one or more sentences according to specific directions (e.g., from one tense or voice
to another, from singular to plural, from an informal to a formal language style). The second three
short-answer questions require candidates to rewrite in correct form one or more sentences containing
grammatical errors. In the scoring of this section of the test, all grammatically correct answers
consistent with the directions will be accepted.

21
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR:
LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES—PASSAGE

This portion of the Linguistics and Language Structures section of the test consists of a passage to be
completed by providing the grammatically correct word in the target language for each numbered
space. Directions are provided before the passage. Write your responses on one of the response
sheets provided to you. Before you continue, please label the response sheet "Linguistics and
Language Structures Passage".

You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your
responses to the passage. However, your final responses to the passage must be written on one
of the response sheets provided.

Your final response must be scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation. Instructions for
scanning your Response Sheet are available by clicking the "Scanning Help" button at the top
of the screen.

Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your
testing time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will
appear on-screen indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only response sheets that are
scanned before you end your test or before time has expired will be scored. Any response sheet that is
not scanned before testing ends will NOT be scored.

Select the Next button to continue.
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PASSAGE: LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

12.

Complete the passage below by providing for each numbered space a grammatically
correct Russian form of the word in brackets. When the perfective and imperfective of the
same verb are given, choose the appropriate variant for the context.

Write each response on the Response Sheet you labeled "Linguistics and Language
Structures Passage." Number the Response Sheet 1 through 12 and write your responses
on the line that corresponds to the numbered space in the passage. When finished, scan
your Response Sheet using the scanner provided at your workstation.

Mowu pogutenu (1) [nepeeaxaTb / nepeexatb] B BopoHex, koraa (2) (4]
6bino 10 net. OTeu nony4yun paboTy Ha 3aBoAe, U Mama noexana BmecTe ¢ HUM. BHavane
XWU3Hb Oblna HenpocTasd, HO Yepe3 Heckonbko (3) [rog] oHu kynunn kKBapTUPY, avy,
3asenu (4) [apy3bs]. MNana ctan (5) [avpekTop] 3aBOAa, a Mama OTKpbina
HebonbLwown 6usHec. OHu xoTenu, 4Tobbl A (6) [moctynuTb] B yHMBepcuteT B Mockse,
HO S peLunn ocTaTbCs B pOOHOM ropoae, K kotopomy (7) [MpuBLIKHYTB] 1 6e3

(8) [KoTopbI] He mor npeacTasuTb (9, 10) [cBoS Kn3HB]. Cenyac
Mbl X1BEM B (11) [oaunH] pome: pogutenu, mbl ¢ (12) [xeHa] 1 Hawa goyb
tOns.

23
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR:
LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES—SHORT-ANSWER
QUESTIONS

This portion of the Linguistics and Language Structures section of the test consists of six short answer
guestions. Directions are provided before each question. Write your response to each question on one
of the response sheets provided to you. Before you continue, please label your response sheets with
the appropriate exercise numbers as follows.

"Exercise 1"
"Exercise 2"
"Exercise 3"
"Exercise 4"
"Exercise 5"
"Exercise 6"

ogakwNE

You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your
response to the exercises. However, your final responses to the exercises must be written on the
response sheets provided.

Your final responses must be scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation. Instructions
for scanning your Response Sheets are available by clicking the "Scanning Help" button at the
top of the screen.

Any time spent responding to the assignments, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of
your testing time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will
appear on-screen indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only response sheets that are
scanned before you end your test or before time has expired will be scored. Any response sheet that is
not scanned before testing ends will NOT be scored.

Select the Next button to continue.
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SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS: LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE
STRUCTURES

13.

14.

15.

Follow the directions provided below and write a response in Russian on the Response
Sheet you labeled "Exercise 1." When finished, scan your Response Sheet using the
scanner provided at your workstation.

Rewrite the sentence below, changing it from the imperfective to the perfective. Make all
necessary changes.

Cepre17| BCMOMMWHAan, Kak oH nomoran Onbre COGVIpaTb neTen B LLIKOnYy.

Follow the directions provided below and write a response in Russian on the Response
Sheet you labeled "Exercise 2." When finished, scan your Response Sheet using the
scanner provided at your workstation.

Rewrite the sentence below, changing it from direct speech to indirect speech. Make all
necessary changes.

OH cnpocun eé: «Tbl Xo4ellb eCTb?», a NOTOM ckasan: «Caancb YXKMHaTb».

Follow the directions provided below and write a response in Russian on the Response
Sheet you labeled "Exercise 3." When finished, scan your Response Sheet using the
scanner provided at your workstation.

Combine the sentences below into one sentence while retaining the original meaning of
the two sentences. Make all necessary changes.

,Elpy3b9| noyxuHanum B pectopaHe «I'Ipara». Mocne YXUHa OHM NOLWJIN B KMHO.
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16.

17.

18.

26

Rewrite the sentence below in Russian, correcting all errors and retaining the original
meaning. Write your response on the Response Sheet you labeled "Exercise 4." When
finished, scan your Response Sheet using the scanner provided at your workstation.

B 1953 rogy ComxkeHuubiHa ocBoboxgaroTcs 1 B 1957 roqy emy NoOmnHOCTbIO peabnnuTupytor.

Rewrite the sentence below in Russian, correcting all errors and retaining the original
meaning. Write your response on the Response Sheet you labeled "Exercise 5." When
finished, scan your Response Sheet using the scanner provided at your workstation.

B 1941 roay ComkeHunubiH 6bin Ha OPOHTY, rae OH TpU roga komMmaHaoBan GaTanboHa.

Rewrite the sentence below in Russian, correcting all errors and retaining the original
meaning. Write your response on the Response Sheet you labeled "Exercise 6." When
finished, scan your Response Sheet using the scanner provided at your workstation.

A Buoen eé nepexoanTb JOPOry BYepa BE4EPOM OKOJIO0 CEMb YaCOB.
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SAMPLE STRONG RESPONSES FOR OPEN-RESPONSE ITEMS—
LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

12. (Passage)
(1) nepeexanu
(2) ™MHe
(3) nert
(4) Apysen
(5) anpekTopom
(6) noctynun
(7) npuBbIK
(8) koToporo
(9) cBowo
(10) xu3Hb
(11) ogHoOMm

(12) xeHon
13. Cepreut BCnomHwun, kak oH nomor Onbre cobpaTtb AeTen B LLKOSY.
14. OH cnpocun eé, XO4EeT N OHa eCTb, a NOTOM cKa3sar, YTobbl OHa cagunach YXXUHaThb.
15. MNocne Toro, kKak apy3bsi NOY>XMHaNU B pectopaHe Npara, OHM NOLWN B KMHO.
16. B 1953 rogy CosmkeHuubiHa ocBo60XaatoT 1 B 1957 rogy ero NonNHOCTLIO peabunutupyoT.
17. B 1941 rogy ComkeHuubiH 6bin1 Ha (hpoHTE, rae OH Tpu roga komaHgosan 6artanboHOM.

18. A Baen, YTo OHa Nepexoauna Oopory BYepa Be4epoM OKOMO CeMM Yacos.
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ANALYSIS FOR STRONG RESPONSES TO OPEN-RESPONSE ITEMS—
LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

These are examples of strong responses because they are characterized by the following:

12. (Passage)

(1) Because the verb in the subordinate clause (6b1110) is in the past tense, the verb in the main
clause must correspond by being in the past tense as well. The perfective variant of the given
verb must be used to indicate the completeness of the action. To match the subject
"poautenn,” the verb must be in the plural third-person form.

(2) The dative case of the personal pronoun "a" is required to denote age.

(3) The noun "roa" in the genitive case must appear in its special irregular form "net."
(4) The plural noun must be in the accusative case.

(5) The noun must be in the singular masculine form of the instrumental case.

(6) The verb in the subordinate clause must be in the past tense because the verb in the
main clause "xotenn," is in the past tense. It must be in the singular first-person form
in accordance with the subject "a," which is a singular personal pronoun.

(7) The verb "npmBbikHYTE" must be changed to the short-form adjective "npuebik." The
form must be in the past tense and the singular, masculine form to conform to the
context.

(8) The relative pronoun "kotoporo" must be in the masculine singular form of the genitive case.

(9) The possessive-reflexive pronoun must be in the feminine form of the accusative case (cBoto)
to agree with the following feminine noun.

(10) The feminine singular noun "xu3Hb" must be in the accusative case.

(11) The masculine singular cardinal number "ogHomM" must be in the prepositional case in
accordance with the noun.

(12) The feminine singular noun "xeHon" must be in the instrumental case.

13. The verbs in both the main and subordinate clauses must be changed to the perfective variants.
In the main clause, the perfective variant is "BcnomMHun." In the subordinate clause, there are two
verbs: the perfective variants are "nomor" and "cobpatb."

14. The given sentence consists of two parts: (1) OH cnpocun eé: "Tbl xodelb ecTb?", (2) a NoToM
ckasan: "Caguch yxuHaTb."

The first part contains a direct question. The second part is an invitation. The question in the
first part is asked without any interrogative words. In this case, the direct speech is replaced with
an object clause introduced by the patrticle "nu" (whether) that is placed after the word containing
the question: "OH cnpocun eé, xoyeT m oHa ecTb ... " (The pronoun "eé" can be omitted in
everyday speech because it is clear to whom the male speaker directs his question.)

The invitation in the second part of the sentence is given as a command: "Caauck ykuHatb." In
this case, the indirect speech is introduced by the conjunction "4T06bI1," and the verb should be in
the past tense: "a noTom ckasan, 4Tobbl OHa cagunack yxuHaTe." Personal pronouns in both
parts must be changed into the third person.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

Although there are several ways this task could be completed correctly while retaining the
original meaning, in this case the two simple sentences given are combined into one complex
sentence by using the subordinating conjunction "nocne toro, kak." The placement of the
conjunction within the final sentence may vary depending upon how the original sentences are
combined.

There are two errors in the original sentence. First, the reflexive particle "— ca" must be omitted
from the verb. The reflexive particle assumes that the action is performed by a subject upon him-
or herself. In the original sentence, the action is performed by an implied third-person plural
subject upon the object (Solzhenitsyn). Second, the personal pronoun "oH" should be in the
genitive case "ero," not the dative "emy."

There are two errors in the sentence. First, the masculine singular noun "Ha dpoHTYy" must be
in the prepositional case. Second, the masculine singular noun "6ataneoHa" should be in the
instrumental case.

Two changes are needed to correct the original sentence. First, the sentence must be
transformed to contain a main clause and a subordinate clause introduced by a conjunction.
Second, the personal pronoun must serve as the subject of the subordinate clause and therefore
be changed into the nominative case. (The subordinate conjunction "kak" can be used as a
synonym for "4t0.")

Return to Test Information Guide
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SUBAREA lI: READING COMPREHENSION

DESCRIPTION OF THE READING COMPREHENSION
OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM

In this section of the test, the candidate is presented with an assignment that requires comprehension
and interpretation of a written passage. The passage may be taken from a work of literature or from a
nonliterary source (e.g., a newspaper or magazine article, an expository text). After reading the
passage, the candidate provides a written response to an assignment that tests literal and inferential
comprehension of the passage. The assignment may require the candidate to demonstrate the ability
to perform such tasks as summarizing information stated in the passage, inferring the author's implied
attitude, or relating one or more details to the writer's main theme. The assignment may also require
the candidate to analyze the cultural context of the passage and/or the author's literary style and
techniques. The assignment is designed to test reading comprehension and not writing ability;
therefore, the response may be written either in English or in the target language.
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FIVE: READING COMPREHENSION

In this section of the test, you will read a passage and respond in writing to the assignment that follows
the passage. Your response may be written either in the target language or in English. This should be
your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from some other work.

You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your
response. If you choose to respond in English, type your response in the response box presented on-
screen. If you choose to respond in the target language, your final response must be written on the
response sheet provided. Please label your response sheet with the appropriate exercise (e.g.,
"Reading Comprehension™). Your response sheet must be scanned using the scanner provided at your
workstation.

Instructions for scanning your Response Sheet are available by clicking the "Scanning Help"
button at the top of the screen.

Your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria.

LITERAL COMPREHENSION: accuracy and completeness in comprehending literal content of written
language

INFERENCE: demonstrated ability to analyze elements of a written text and infer implied information
Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your
testing time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will
appear on-screen indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only response sheets that are
scanned before you end your test or before time has expired will be scored. Any response sheet that is
not scanned before testing ends will NOT be scored.

Select the Next button to continue.
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OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM: READING COMPREHENSION

32

This is areading comprehension exercise. Read the passage below from «PagocTb» (1883)
by Anton Chekhov. Then complete the assignment that follows, supporting your ideas with
references from the passage. Your response may be written in either Russian or English.
Choice of language will not affect your score.

Bbino gBeHagLaTb YacoB HOYMW.

Mwuta Kyngapos, Bo36y>XaAEHHbIN, B3bEPOLLEHHLIN, BNIETEN B KBAPTUPY CBOUX POAUTENEN U BLICTPO
3axo4un rno Bcem KoOMHataM. PoauTtenu yxe noxunuce cnatb. CecTtpa nexana B noctenu u
JounTbiBana nocnegHo CTpaHnYky pomaHa. bpaTbs-ruMHasucTbl cnanu.

— OTKyga Tbl? — yamMBuUnIMcCh poautenun. — Yto c Tobon?

— Ox, He cnpawwuBante! A Hukak He oxugan! HeT, 1 HMKkak He oxugan! 3To... 9TO gaxe
HeBepOSATHO!

MwuTa 3axoxoTan u cen B Kpecno, 6yay4ym He B cunax gepXaTtbCsl Ha Horax oT cyacTbsl.
— 3710 HeBepodATHO! Bbl He moxeTe cebe npeactaeutb! Bbl nornagure!

CecTpa cnpbIrHyna ¢ noctenu u, HakMHyB Ha cebst ogesno, nogowwna k 6paTy. MMMHa3uCTbI
MPOCHYNUCb.

— YT0 Cc TOOON? Ha Tebe nuua HeT!

— JT10 9 oT pagocTn, Mmamalwla! Begb Tenepb MeHs 3HaeT BcA Poccus! Besa! PaHblue TONbKO Bbl
OAHW 3Hanu, YTo Ha 3TOM CBETE CYLLECTBYET KONMEXCKNA permctpaTop Amutpuin Kyngapos, a
Tenepb Bca Poccusa 3HaeT 06 atom! Mamawa! O, rocnogm!

[..]

MuTs BbITalLMn U3 kKapmaHa HymMep ras3eTbl, Nogan oTLy M TKHyN nanbLem B Mecto, o6BeaéHHoe
CVHMM KapaHZaLLoM.

— Yurante!

OTeL Hagen o4Ku.

— YuranTe xe!

Mamalwa B3rnsiHyna Ha obpas 1 nepekpectunacbk. lManawa kawnsHyn n Havan ynTaTb:

«29-ro gekabps, B ogMHHaALUaTb YacoB Beyepa, KONnexckun perncrpatop Omutpun Kyngapos...
— Buawnte, Bugnte? [danblue!

...konnexckun peructpatop Amntpuin Kyngapos, BbIXoas U3 nopTepHon, 4to Ha Manon BpoHHow, B
Aome KoanxuHa, n Haxogscb B HETPE3BOM COCTOSIHUM. ..

— 3710 9 ¢ CeméHom lNeTpoBuyeM... Bcé oo ToHkocTen onucaHo! MNpogomkante! Janbue!
Cnywanre!
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...V Haxo4acb B HETPE3BOM COCTOSIHUM, NOCKOSb3HYICA 1 ynan nof nowage [...]. WcnyraHHas
nowapap, nepelarHys Yyepes Kyngaposa v npoTawms Yepes Hero caHn ¢ HaxoaUBLUMMCS B HUX
BTOPOWN Mnbanvy MOCKOBCKUM Kynuom CtenaHom JlykoBbiM, moMyanach no ynuue v 6bina
3agepxaHa aBopHukamn. KyngapoB, BHavane Haxogsicb B 6eC4yBCTBEHHOM COCTOSIHUK, Gbin
OTBEAEH B NOMMLENCKMIA YHaCTOK 1 OCBUAETENLCTBOBAH BpayoM. Yaap, KOTOPbIN OH NOSy4uns no
3aTbIfKY, [...] OTHECéH k nérkum. O cnyumBLlEeMCS cOCTaBneH npoTokon. [loTepneslweMy nogaHa
MeaMLMHCKasA MOMOLLbY. ..

MuTsi cxBaTUN ra3eTy, COXWUN €€ 1 CyHyn B KapmaH.

— [Mobery k MakapoBbiM, UM nokaxy... Hago ewé MeaHuuknm nokasatb, Hatanum MiBaHoBHe,
AHuncumy Bacunbunyy... MNobery! Mpowante!

MwuTa Hagen dypaxKy c Kokapdon 1, TOPXXECTBYIOLLNA, padoCTHLIN, Bblbexan Ha ynuuy.

Supporting your ideas with references from the passage, write a response of approximately
100-200 words in Russian or in English in which you:

+ describe the setting of the story;
+ explain what Mitya will likely do next; and

* analyze the social context of the passage.

If you choose to respond in Russian and scan your response, do NOT use more than ONE
(1) Response Sheet.
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SAMPLE STRONG RESPONSE FOR OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—
READING COMPREHENSION

The story takes place at the apartment of Dmitry (Mitya) Kuldaroff's parents at midnight on
December 29. Excited, Mitya comes home and walks through all of the rooms where his parents,
sister, and brothers are in bed ready to sleep or already sleeping. Mitya wants to tell them that he
is featured in the newspaper because he fell under a merchant's sleigh earlier in the evening while
leaving a pub in Malaya Bronnaya Street.

Mitya will likely go to his neighbors and friends, despite the late hour, because he is so thrilled to
tell everyone that he is mentioned in the newspaper.

Mitya used to feel like he was a "little man" in society. He worked as a clerk ("konnexckun
peructpatop"). He felt that no one paid any attention to his existence except his family. He is
under the illusion that, because his name has been printed in the newspaper, even though it is for
an embarrassing reason (getting into an accident while intoxicated), he will become a celebrity:
"Beab Tenepb MeHsa 3HaeT Bcs Pocecusa!" The story describes how a shameful event is perceived as
an elevation in social status by the lowly Mitya.
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ANALYSIS FOR STRONG RESPONSE TO OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—
READING COMPREHENSION

This is an example of a strong response because it is characterized by the following:

Literal Comprehension: The response clearly demonstrates strong literal comprehension of the
written passage. It accurately describes the place and time of the story's occurrence and relays the
sequence of the main events properly. The response includes a number of specific details. Appropriate
references to the original text provide further proof of thorough understanding.

Inference: The response successfully analyzes aspects of the passage's literal content in order to
make the reasonable inference that Mitya will immediately share the news of his newfound "fame" with
his neighbors and friends because, for the first time in his life, he feels himself to be a worthy person.
The response also uses Mitya's misplaced joy to point out the feelings of inferiority held by a person of
relatively low social status.

Return to Test Information Guide
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SUBAREA V: WRITTEN EXPRESSION
DESCRIPTION OF THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM

In this section of the test, the candidate is required to produce a written response in the target language
in response to a prompt. Each assignment will specify a particular type of written product (e.g., a letter,
a narrative description, etc.) that the candidate is expected to generate and an audience for whom the
written product is intended. The candidate is expected to demonstrate the ability to communicate in an
appropriate register that displays cultural knowledge and sensitivity, organize ideas, and use a range of
vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and simple and complex linguistic structures.
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION SIX: WRITTEN EXPRESSION

This section of the test consists of a writing assignment to which you must respond in the target
language. The assignment appears on the following screen. A list of suggestions is provided to help
direct your writing for the assignment. It is not necessary that you cover every point on the list, nor are
you limited in your response to those points indicated. You are, however, required to write about the
general assignment that you are given, and part of your score will be based on the degree to which you
elaborate on the assignment by addressing either the suggested points or points of your choosing.

Your final response must be written on the response sheet provided. Please label your response
sheet with the appropriate exercise (e.g., "Written Expression™). Your response sheet must be scanned
using the scanner provided at your workstation.

Instructions for scanning your Response Sheet are available by clicking the "Scanning Help"
button at the top of the screen.

Your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria.

PURPOSE: the extent to which the objective of the assignment is achieved and the response is
appropriate for the intended audience

COHERENCE: organization and clarity of ideas

CONTENT: development of ideas and relevance of supporting details

GRAMMAR: accuracy of grammatical forms and syntax

VOCABULARY: command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions

MECHANICS: accuracy of spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation

Be sure to write about the assigned topic and use MULTIPLE PARAGRAPHS. Please write legibly.
You may not use any reference materials during the test. This should be your original work, written in
your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from some other work. Remember to review what you
have written and make any changes you think will improve your written response.

Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your
testing time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will
appear on-screen indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only response sheets that are
scanned before you end your test or before time has expired will be scored. Any response sheet that is

not scanned before testing ends will NOT be scored.

Select the Next button to continue.
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OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM: WRITTEN EXPRESSION

38

Imagine that you have a warm relationship with a family with whom you lived during a year of study
in a country where Russian is spoken. You have stayed in touch with them since returning to the
United States, but several months have passed since you last wrote. To reestablish contact with
them, write a letter in Russian to the parents of the family, a couple in their fifties. You may wish to
include, but are not limited to, the following topics:

* reminiscences about your stay with them;
* inquiries about their health and activities;
* your own recent activities; and

» your plans for the immediate future.

Do NOT use more than one (1) Response Sheet. When finished, scan your Response Sheet
using the scanner provided at your workstation.
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SAMPLE STRONG RESPONSE FOR OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—
WRITTEN EXPRESSION

3opaecTtByinTe, Mon goporne dnuHa CepreesHa u HOpun Buktoposuy!

Mpexae Bcero, W0 ThiCAYy M3BUHEHWI 3a TO, YTO AABHO He nucana Bam. Ecnuv 6bl Bbl TONbKO
3Hanu, Kak 4acTo M C Kakov pagocCTbio st BCMOMMHAK BPEMS, NPOBEAEHHOE C BaMU B CONTHEYHOM
Ogpecce! 3a npoweawwee BpeMs y MeHs Oblfio Tak MHOro paboThl U 8 Tak ycTaBana, 4To aTu
BOCMOMMHAHUA COrpeBany MeHsi 1 faBanu MHe Cunbl ABUraTbCsa Aanblue.

Kak Bbl noxxuBaeTe? Kak y Bac gena? Kak sgopoBbe? OnuHa CepreeBHa, Kakue Kypchbl Bbl
Bynete Bectu B aTOM rogy? No-npexHemy, BBeAeHVE B TEOPUIO NUTepaTypbl, NN KaKon-TO
crneumanmMaMpoBaHHbIn cemuHap? Boiwnu v y Bac kakne-To HoBble cTatbn? Celnvac nogHMMaeTcs
BonbLLON MHTEPEC K TEOPUM NUTEPATYPHbIX XXaHPOB M TUNaM NOBECTBOBAHWS, MPOBOANTCSH MHOMO
KOH(pepeHLNA, NOCBSLLEHHBIX 3TON Teme. XoTenu Obl Bbl npuexaTb BeICTYNNTL? A Mory
NOMHTEPEeCOBaTLCA B YHMBEPCUTETE NNaHaMu Ha criefyowmn rog v 6yay paga npucnate Bam
npurnawleHne, ecrm HyXHo.

KOpwuin BuktopoBud, a kak Bawa dusunka? Y Bac MHOro acnMpaHToB B 3TOM rogy? A HaBecTuna
HegaBHO Apy3en B [IpMHCTOHE, NoLna NOCMOTPeTb Ha AoM ArHWTEeNHA. CTosina Tam n
BCnomuHana Bac. MHe Tak He xBaTaeT Halumx AMCKyccui O 3BE€3aax, o6 ycTponcTee BeceneHHom n
O MecTe yenoBeka B Hel!

Bcé neTto s npogomkana Moé nccnegosaHme, MHOMO BpEMEHW MpoBena B pasHbIX apxuBax u
6mbnunoTtekax, HO, KaxeTcs, yxe cobpana BeCb HeOOXOANMbIN Matepuan n Mory HaunHaTb
paboTaTb HaZ TEKCTOM OUNSIOMHOM paboTkl. Xody cHavana npogymaTb obLiee NOCTPOEeHME TEKCTa.
Mpogpuratocb MeaneHHo. YTewatro cebst TemM, YUTO 3TO MO CTUMb paboTbl: TEKCT AOSMKEH
ByKBanbHO BbI3PETb Y MEHS B rOSIOBE, BbICTPOUTHLCS, M MOTOM OH BbINTbETCH HAPYXy O6bICTPO —
TONbKO ycnesawn 3anucbiBaTh! MNoTOM peaakTupoBaTb, 400aBNATL, BUAOU3IMEHATL nerve. Koraga s
HanuLy NePBYIO rMaey, O4eHb XoTena 6kl NokasaTb eé Bam 060MM 1 yCrbilWaTh Balle MHEHUE.
Hangércsa nn y Bac HEMHOro BpeMeHun, 4Tobbl nounTaTth e€? A nnaHupyo HanucaTb NepBbIN
YEepHOBOW BapyaHT TEKCTa K KOHLYY OKTS0OPSA 1 NpULLIAO ero Bam no MHTepHeTy. XopoLuUo, 4YTO eLwwé
eCTb BpeMs. He xoveTca cnewntb. XodeTca HanucaTtb xopowo. Kakoe 6bino 6bl cyactbe cngetb
roe-Hnbyab Ha gade y YépHoro mopsi u paboTaTb Hag Tekctom! Ho, yBbl, YépHOE Mope ganeko... A
3awmTa gmniomMa un ak3aMeHbl NpubnmkaroTcs.

OnuHa CepreesHa, Bbl cenyac xnBéte Ha gade nnm B ropoae? Kak noroga? Xapko? Kak segyt
cebsa Bawwwm posbl Ha gade? KaxeTcs, Tak 1 BUXKY UX nepes rnasamu... A BUHOrpag v rpyum?
Hapetock, uyto y Bac 6yaet xopoLwmii ypoxawn B aTom rogy!

O6Humato Bac! Obeluato ncnpaBnTbCS 1 NUcaTb YacTo!

Bawa CenuH
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ANALYSIS FOR STRONG RESPONSE TO OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—
WRITTEN EXPRESSION

This is an example of a strong response because it is characterized by the following:

Purpose: The response thoroughly fulfills the purpose of the assignment by connecting with the
theoretical host family in letter format. The letter includes reminiscences about experiences the writer
had during her stay with the family, as well as the writer's current and projected future experiences,
and questions about the host family's life. The use of informal language structures, as well as the
emotional, playful tone (e.g., "Ob6eLuato ncnpaeutbcst n Nucatb Yacto!") demonstrates the warm
relationship between the writer and the audience.

Coherence: The letter has a clear overarching structure. It starts out with greetings and an
introductory paragraph explaining the lapse in correspondence, and then addresses various topics
relevant to the theme of the letter before closing with the information of further correspondence. Ideas
are organized into separate paragraphs, each of which focuses on a single general topic that is
elaborated upon before moving to a new topic. Cohesive devices such as transition words (e.qg.,
"Mpexae Bcero," "Mo-npexHemy") clarify relationships among ideas.

Content: The response lays out a variety of topics that are relevant to the assignment. Each main
idea is elaborated upon with extensive supporting ideas and details. For example, the letter writer,
who is a student, tells her former host family about her work on her final thesis. She would like to get
their opinion on it, and discusses her future plans with them. The ability to elaborate upon ideas
showcases strength in many areas of language proficiency (e.g., vocabulary, coherence, grammar,
mechanics), fulfilling the purpose of the assignment.

Grammar: The response features a variety of sentence types (e.g., affirmative sentences, questions,
exclamations) and sentence structures (e.g., stand-alone independent clauses, compound and
complex sentences). The declension of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives works properly. The pronoun
"Bbl" is employed correctly in different situations (e.g., capitalized when used to address one person).
An array of verb forms and tenses (past: "cobpana," "BcnomuHana"; present: "BcnommHato,"
"npubnuxatotca”; future: "Oyay paga npucnatb," "npuwno”; infinitive: "pegaktuposatb, 4o6aBnNATL";
reflexive: "npogsuratock,” "ncnpaentbca") and moods (conditional: "Ecnu ©bl Bbl TOMBKO 3HAMNM, Kak
4acTOo U C Kakon pagocTbio 1 BCNOMMHA0 BpeMsl, NpoBeAéHHOe ¢ BaMu B conHevHon Opecce!") are
formed accurately and effectively.

Vocabulary: The response reflects a broad command of the language. Word choice is appropriate.
Direct address is employed. Idiomatic language is used throughout (i.e., the response does not
sound "translated" from another language). The response demonstrates access to a varied
vocabulary, including higher-level, specific words and phrases (e.g., "YTewato," "Bbi3peTtb") that lend
precision to the communication.

Mechanics: The response is free of punctuation and spelling errors that would disrupt the clarity of
the communication.

Return to Test Information Guide
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