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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

SUBAREA VI:  ORAL EXPRESSION 

DESCRIPTION OF THE ORAL EXPRESSION OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM 

In this section of the test, the candidate is required to provide a spoken response to a prompt, which is 
presented in written form. Each assignment describes a situation requiring oral communication with a 
specified audience in the target language (e.g., a response to a hypothetical problem encountered 
within the context of common life situations, a narration of a past experience, or a discussion of the 
advantages and/or disadvantages of a proposed idea). Candidates are given one minute to formulate 
their response and two minutes to speak. The candidate is expected to demonstrate the ability to 
communicate in an appropriate register that displays cultural knowledge and sensitivity, produce an 
articulate and smooth flow of speech, and use an appropriate range of vocabulary, idiomatic 
expressions, and simple and complex language structures. 

1 



     

 
 

 

      
 
 

              

             
                 
             

            
            

       
            

 
 

 
 

           
              

 
 

         
             

            
            

        
 

                
              

                
           
    

 
              
       

 
          

 
             

         
 

       

Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION ONE: ORAL EXPRESSION
 

For this section of the test, you will speak in response to an assignment presented on-screen. 

At the conclusion of these directions, the test will automatically advance and the speaking assignment 
will be presented on the next screen. Listen to the directions carefully and review the assignment. You 
will have one minute to read the assignment and consider your response. When your preparation time 
is over, you will be notified that your preparation time is complete and you should be ready to begin 
speaking. Watch the screen as the test advances and a Recorded Answer box is presented. You will 
have two minutes to record your response. Do NOT begin speaking until the screen advances and 
you see the Recorded Answer box presented on-screen. A sample of the Recorded Answer box 
appears below. 

Monitor your recording time by referring to the Recorded Answer box. The time in the Recorded 
Answer box will count down from 120 seconds (2 minutes) and the status bar will fill as your recording 
time progresses. 

When your recording time is over, the current status on the Recorded Answer box will change to 
"Completed," indicating the conclusion of the oral expression assignment. You will automatically be 
advanced to the next screen. Do not click the Next button unless you have finished recording your 
response with time remaining and wish to move to the next screen. If you advance to the next screen 
with recording time remaining, you will not be able to go back. 

You will be provided with a list of suggestions to help direct your response. It is not necessary that you 
address every point in the list, nor are you limited to the points mentioned. However, what you say 
must be relevant to the situation with which you are presented, and part of your score will be based on 
the degree to which you elaborate on the topic by addressing either the suggested points or points of 
your choosing. 

You may use the erasable notebooklet provided to make notes; however, you will be scored only on 
the response that is recorded in the test. 

Your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria. 

CONTENT: the adequacy of the information presented, including the number of ideas, the 
development of ideas, and the depth and specificity of supporting details 

COHERENCE: the organization and clarity of the ideas communicated 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

GRAMMAR: the accuracy of grammatical and syntactic constructions (e.g., conjugation of verbs, 
appropriate use of tenses, subject/pronoun and article/noun agreement) 

VOCABULARY: the command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions and appropriateness of word 
choice 

FLUENCY: the ability to maintain a flow of speech, without hesitations or pauses that affect the overall 
comprehensibility of the response 

PRONUNCIATION: the comprehensibility of articulation and the appropriateness of stress 

You will have only ONE opportunity to record your response. Once the recording has begun, it cannot 
be stopped, nor can you re-record your response. Be sure that your microphone is in a downward 
position near your mouth before you begin speaking. 

The screen will now advance and the speaking assignment will be presented. 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM: ORAL EXPRESSION
 

Read the instructions below. You will have 1 minute to study these instructions and prepare 
your response, and then 2 minutes to record your final response. You will be told when the 
preparation time is over and the recording is about to begin. Begin studying the instructions 
and preparing your response now. 

*(PAUSE 1 minute)* 

Imagine that you are the faculty advisor to a student from a country where Russian is spoken who is 
spending a year at your school on an exchange program. After several weeks in the United States, 
the student is homesick and is not interacting well with other students. The student's parents 
telephone to express their concern and ask your advice. Speaking in Russian, reassure them 
about the situation and offer them advice about how their child might better adapt to the new 
surroundings. You may wish to include, but are not limited to, the following topics: 

• possible reasons for the student's difficulty in adjusting, and any changes that could improve the 
situation; 

• what the parents might do to encourage the student; and 

• what the student could do to adapt more successfully to the new situation. 

*"Your preparation time is now over. At the conclusion of these directions, the screen will 
automatically advance and recording will automatically begin. Begin speaking when you see the 
Recorded Answer box presented on the next screen. Prepare to begin speaking now."* 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

DESCRIPTION OF A STRONG RESPONSE 

TO THE OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—ORAL EXPRESSION
 

A strong response to this assignment would address the situation (speaking to a homesick 
exchange student's parents) fully by explaining, describing, suggesting, and advising in coherent, 
appropriately formal Russian. Ideas presented should be bolstered by elaboration (specifying 
details, extended exploration of topics/assertions, relevant reasoning) that deepens them and 
fleshes out the response. The sequencing of ideas should be logical and transitions between ideas 
should be smooth. The oral language should be fluid and clear, with standard pronunciation and a 
consistent flow of speech that displays facility with using the Russian language to communicate. 
Pauses in the response should be appropriate to the delivery of the content, and not the result of 
uncertainty about the language itself or the inability to pronounce words or construct sentences. 
Ideas should be expressed with phrases and grammatical constructions that are idiomatic to 
Russian and not imported from another language. A variety of relevant vocabulary words, 
expressions, verb tenses and moods, and syntactical constructions should be employed in order to 
render the response clear and precise. The response should show mastery of verbal aspect and 
be free from grammar and usage errors. 

Return to Test Information Guide 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

SUBAREA I: LISTENING COMPREHENSION 

DESCRIPTION OF THE LISTENING COMPREHENSION
 
OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM
 

In this section of the test, candidates are presented with an assignment that requires literal and 
inferential comprehension of a sample of speech. The recorded speech sample is played twice for the 
candidate. The recorded speech sample may be in the form of a monologue (e.g., a speech) or a 
dialogue (e.g., an interview or a conversation). After listening to the recorded speech sample twice, the 
candidate provides a written response to an assignment testing literal and inferential comprehension of 
the recording. The assignment may require the candidate to perform such tasks as making auditory 
discriminations (e.g., time frames), recognizing vocabulary, demonstrating understanding of content, 
and analyzing the cultural context of the speech. The assignment is designed to test listening 
comprehension and not writing ability; therefore, the response may be written either in English or in the 
target language. 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION TWO: LISTENING COMPREHENSION 

This section of the test consists of a listening comprehension exercise that involves listening to a 
recorded audio excerpt and then responding in writing to an assignment presented. Your response 
may be written either in the target language or in English. 

If you choose to respond in English, type your response in the response box presented on-screen. If 
you choose to respond in the target language, your final response must be written on the response 
sheet provided. Please label your response sheet with the appropriate exercise (e.g., "Listening 
Comprehension"). Your response sheet must be scanned using the scanner provided at your 
workstation. 

Instructions for scanning your Response Sheet are available by clicking the "Scanning Help" 
button at the top of the screen. 

You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your 
response. However, your final response to the exercise must be typed into the on-screen 
response box OR written on the response sheets and scanned using the scanner provided. 

Your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria. 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION: accuracy and completeness in comprehending spoken language 

INFERENCE: demonstrated ability to analyze elements of spoken language and infer implied 
information 

Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your 
testing time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will 
appear on-screen indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only response sheets that are 
scanned before you end your test or before time has expired will be scored. Any response sheet that is 
not scanned before testing ends will NOT be scored. 

and are NOT  Please be aware that the visual enhancements 
available during this section of the test. Please DO NOT use these features until you have completed 
all listening items and proceeded to the remaining sections of the test. 

Click the Next button when you have finished reading these directions and are ready to begin the 
listening comprehension exercise. 

Be sure you have your headset on before proceeding. 

Select the Next button to continue. 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM: LISTENING COMPREHENSION
 

This is a listening comprehension exercise. You will hear a dialogue twice. After you have 
heard the dialogue, respond in writing to the assignment below, supporting your ideas with 
references from the dialogue. Your response may be written in either Russian or English. 
Choice of language will not affect your score. Before you hear the dialogue, you will be 
given 30 seconds to review the assignment. Begin reviewing the assignment now. 

*(PAUSE 30 seconds) 

Listen carefully to the following dialogue. You will hear the dialogue twice. 

(one male and one female speaker) 

female: Ⱦɨɪɨɝɢɟ ɝɨɫɬɢ ɧɚɲɟɣ ɫɬɨɥɢɰɵ! ɇɚɲɚ ɷɤɫɤɭɪɫɢɹ ɩɨɞɨɲɥɚ ɤ ɤɨɧɰɭ, ɧɨ ɭ ɧɚɫ ɨɫɬɚɥɨɫɶ 
ɧɟɫɤɨɥɶɤɨ ɦɢɧɭɬ ɧɚ ɜɨɩɪɨɫɵ. ə ɜɚɫ ɫɥɭɲɚɸ.
 

male: Ɇɧɟ ɛɵ ɯɨɬɟɥɨɫɶ ɛɨɥɶɲɟ ɭɡɧɚɬɶ ɨ ɰɟɪɤɜɹɯ, ɜ ɤɨɬɨɪɵɯ ɦɵ ɛɵɥɢ ɫɟɝɨɞɧɹ, ɤɚɤ ɷɬɨ ɦɨɠɧɨ
	
ɫɞɟɥɚɬɶ?
 

female: ə ɫɨɜɟɬɭɸ ɜɚɦ ɤɭɩɢɬɶ ɤɧɢɝɭ ɋɟɪɝɟɹ Ɇɚɪɤɨɜɚ, ɤɨɬɨɪɚɹ ɬɚɤ ɢ ɧɚɡɵɜɚɟɬɫɹ ± «ɐɟɪɤɜɢ 
ɫɬɨɥɢɰɵ». ȼ ɧɟɣ ɩɨɞɪɨɛɧɨ ɪɚɫɫɤɚɡɵɜɚɟɬɫɹ ɨɛ ɢɫɬɨɪɢɢ ɰɟɪɤɜɟɣ, ɢɯ ɚɪɯɢɬɟɤɬɭɪɟ, ɜɧɟɲɧɟɦ ɢ 
ɜɧɭɬɪɟɧɧɟɦ ɭɛɪɚɧɫɬɜɟ. Ʉɧɢɝɭ ɦɨɠɧɨ ɤɭɩɢɬɶ ɜ ɥɸɛɨɦ ɤɧɢɠɧɨɦ ɦɚɝɚɡɢɧɟ. 

male: ɋɩɚɫɢɛɨ, ɚ ɦɨɠɧɨ ɥɢ ɡɚɞɚɬɶ ɜɨɩɪɨɫ ɥɢɱɧɨ ɜɚɦ?
 

female: Ⱦɚ, ɟɫɥɢ ɜɚɫ ɱɬɨ-ɬɨ ɢɧɬɟɪɟɫɭɟɬ, ɬɨ ɩɨɠɚɥɭɣɫɬɚ.
 

male: ɋɤɨɥɶɤɨ ɥɟɬ ɜɵ ɪɚɛɨɬɚɟɬ ɝɢɞɨɦ?
 

female: ɉɹɬɶ ɥɟɬ.
 

male: ȼɵ ɭɞɢɜɢɬɟɥɶɧɨ ɫɜɨɛɨɞɧɨ ɜɥɚɞɟɟɬɟ ɦɚɬɟɪɢɚɥɨɦ ɞɥɹ ɱɟɥɨɜɟɤɚ ɫ ɬɚɤɢɦ ɧɟɛɨɥɶɲɢɦ
	
ɨɩɵɬɨɦ.
 

female: ɉɨɜɟɪɶɬɟ, ɩɹɬɶ ɥɟɬ ɷɬɨ ɧɟɦɚɥɨ, ɟɫɥɢ ɬɵ ɥɸɛɢɲɶ ɫɜɨɸ ɪɚɛɨɬɭ. Ʉ ɬɨɦɭ ɠɟ ɹ ɩɨɫɬɨɹɧɧɨ
	
ɱɢɬɚɸ ɢɫɬɨɪɢɱɟɫɤɭɸ ɢ ɫɩɪɚɜɨɱɧɭɸ ɥɢɬɟɪɚɬɭɪɭ, ɯɨɠɭ ɧɚ ɷɤɫɤɭɪɫɢɢ ɤ ɫɜɨɢɦ ɤɨɥɥɟɝɚɦ.
 

male: Ⱥ ɤɚɤɨɣ ɢɧɫɬɢɬɭɬ ɜɵ ɡɚɤɨɧɱɢɥɢ?
 

female: ɂɧɫɬɢɬɭɬ ɢɧɨɫɬɪɚɧɧɵɯ ɹɡɵɤɨɜ ɢ ɫɩɟɰɢɚɥɶɧɵɟ ɤɭɪɫɵ ɞɥɹ ɝɢɞɨɜ. 


male: Ⱥ ɤɚɤɢɦɢ ɢɧɨɫɬɪɚɧɧɵɦɢ ɹɡɵɤɚɦɢ ɜɵ ɜɥɚɞɟɟɬɟ? 


female: Ɇɨɣ ɨɫɧɨɜɧɨɣ ɹɡɵɤ ± ɤɢɬɚɣɫɤɢɣ. ə ɛɵɥɚ ɧɚ ɫɬɚɠɢɪɨɜɤɟ ɜ Ʉɢɬɚɟ ɨɤɨɥɨ ɝɨɞɚ. ɋɟɣɱɚɫ ɹ
	
ɞɨɜɨɥɶɧɨ ɛɟɝɥɨ ɝɨɜɨɪɸ ɩɨ-ɤɢɬɚɣɫɤɢ, ɧɨ, ɤ ɫɨɠɚɥɟɧɢɸ, ɭ ɦɟɧɹ ɦɚɥɨ ɩɪɚɤɬɢɤɢ. ȼ ɢɧɫɬɢɬɭɬɟ ɹ
	
ɬɚɤɠɟ ɢɡɭɱɚɥɚ ɮɪɚɧɰɭɡɫɤɢɣ ɢ ɢɫɩɚɧɫɤɢɣ, ɧɨ ɫɜɨɛɨɞɧɨ ɢɦɢ ɧɟ ɜɥɚɞɟɸ.
 

male: Ʉɚɤ ɜɵ ɫɬɚɥɢ ɝɢɞɨɦ?
 

female: ɋɨɜɟɪɲɟɧɧɨ ɫɥɭɱɚɣɧɨ. Ɉɞɧɚɠɞɵ ɤɨ ɦɧɟ ɩɪɢɟɯɚɥɢ ɞɪɭɡɶɹ, ɢ ɹ ɩɨɤɚɡɵɜɚɥɚ ɢɦ ɝɨɪɨɞ. 

Ʉɨɝɞɚ ɦɵ ɛɵɥɢ ɜ ɨɞɧɨɦ ɢɡ ɦɭɡɟɟɜ ɢ ɹ ɪɚɫɫɤɚɡɵɜɚɥɚ ɢɦ ɨ ɤɚɪɬɢɧɚɯ, ɤɨ ɦɧɟ ɩɨɞɨɲёɥ ɪɚɛɨɬɧɢɤ
	
ɦɭɡɟɹ ɢ ɫɤɚɡɚɥ, ɱɬɨ ɹ ɦɨɝɥɚ ɛɵ ɫɬɚɬɶ ɯɨɪɨɲɢɦ ɝɢɞɨɦ. ə ɪɟɲɢɥɚ, ɱɬɨ ɦɧɟ ɩɨ ɞɭɲɟ ɷɬɚ ɪɚɛɨɬɚ, 

ɢ ɩɨɲɥɚ ɧɚ ɤɭɪɫɵ.
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

Now the dialogue will be repeated. 

(Dialogue is repeated)
 

(PAUSE 3 seconds)
 

Now write your response to the assignment.*
 

Supporting your ideas with references from the dialogue, write a response of approximately
 
100±200 words in Russian or in English in which you:
 

• describe how the female speaker became a tour guide; 

• explain what the male speaker will likely do to learn more about churches; 

• analyze the female speaker's attitude toward her job. 

If you choose to respond in Russian and scan your response, do NOT use more than ONE 
(1) Response Sheet. 

9 



     

 
 

 

    
 

                 
            

                  
               

                  
       

        
           
                 

      

                
                

          

 

Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

SAMPLE STRONG RESPONSE FOR OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—
 
LISTENING COMPREHENSION
 

The female speaker says that she became a tour guide by chance. She graduated from the
 
Institute of Foreign Languages with a major in Russian. However, one day when her friends
 
visited her, she showed them around the city and told them about several pictures in one of the
 
city's museums. A person who worked at the museum overheard how she talked about the
 
pictures to her friends and remarked that she would be a good tour guide. She liked the idea very
 
much and enrolled in a special tour guide training program.
 

The male speaker is clearly impressed with the tour guide's knowledge (for example, he asks her 
how she knows so much after being in the profession for such a short time) and therefore will 
likely follow her advice to go to a bookstore and buy the book The Capital's Churches by Sergey 
Markov in order to learn more about churches. 

The female speaker is passionate about her job. Even though she has only been a tour guide for 
five years, she knows a lot and always strives to learn more to prepare for her tours. She 
constantly reads additional historical literature and often takes her colleagues' tours. 

10 



     

 
 

 

 
 

          
 

           
               

                   
                

                    
                 

                
              

 
               

                
               

             
              

                
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

ANALYSIS FOR STRONG RESPONSE TO OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—
 
LISTENING COMPREHENSION
 

This is an example of a strong response because it is characterized by the following: 

Listening Comprehension: The response shows a thorough understanding of the conversation's 
literal content. It accurately describes the sequence of events that took place after the female 
speaker first got the idea of becoming an official tour guide. It names both her original program of 
study and major, and the additional specialized tour guide training she enrolled in. It mentions the 
specific title of the book the tour guide suggested that the male speaker read in order to find out more 
about the churches in the capital. The inclusion of details such as the length of time the female 
speaker has been working as a tour guide and the additional activities she pursues to enhance her 
knowledge and tour guide skills shows literal comprehension that is not only accurate, but complete. 

Inference: The ability to analyze spoken language and make inferences is clearly demonstrated in 
this response. It links the female speaker's surprise decision to become a tour guide to a chance 
meeting with a museum worker who pointed out her potential. The inference that the male speaker will 
likely buy the book about the capital's churches because he respects the female speaker's opinion is 
based on his expressions of admiration of her knowledge. The response also cites the female 
speaker's remark that she reads a lot of additional historical literature and takes her colleagues' tours 
to support the conclusion that she enjoys her job. 

Return to Test Information Guide 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

SUBAREA IV:  CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES, 

COMPARISONS, AND CONNECTIONS
 

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION THREE: CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES,
 
COMPARISONS, AND CONNECTIONS
 

Each question in this section of the test is a multiple-choice question with four answer choices. Read 
each question carefully and choose the ONE best answer. Try to answer all questions. Even if you are 
unsure of an answer, it is better to guess than not to answer a question at all. You will NOT be 
penalized for guessing. 

Select the Next button to continue. 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS—CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES,
 
COMPARISONS, AND CONNECTIONS
 

1.	 The civil war that erupted in Russia during the period known as the "Time of Troubles" (1598± 
1613) resulted primarily from conflict between: 

A. Muslims and Orthodox Christians. 

B. landowners and serfs. 

C. contending claimants to tsarist power. 

D. major regions of Russia. 

2.	 As a region, the central and southern Urals are home to some of Russia's largest machinery and 
metals industries primarily because this region: 

A. is the historical center of Russian population. 

B. includes a major river system with access to seaports. 

C. was a center for Soviet industrial collectives. 

D. contains large mineral and energy resource deposits. 

3.	 In his trilogy of films Strike, The Battleship Potemkin, and October, Sergei Eisenstein is most 
concerned with which of the following themes? 

A. an exploration of how individuals adapt to changing social conditions 

B. a depiction of Communist leaders' achievements in providing for the people 

C. a portrayal of the Russian people's strength in acting together as a collective hero 

D. a denunciation of the values and activities of bourgeois culture 

13 



     

 
 

 

             
           

     

          

        

          

           
 

 

            
 

    

    

   

   
 

 

           
 

    

   

    

   
 

Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

4.	 In 1866 Russian artist Vasily Perov created a painting depicting three peasant children pulling a 
sled loaded with casks of water. In choosing to title this painting Troika, Perov was most likely 
expressing his view on the: 

A. strength of family and community as part of peasants' lives and identities in rural Russia. 

B. economic progress experienced by Russian peasants after the abolishment of serfdom. 

C. simplicity and values that characterized peasant life in the Russian countryside and villages. 

D. difficulties and struggles of peasants' daily lives when compared to the wealthy in Russia. 

5.	 Which of the following responses best describes the main function of the Duma in Russian 
government? 

A. to implement foreign policy 

B. to determine the constitutionality of laws 

C. to enact laws 

D. to manage the state bureaucracy 

6.	 Which of the following practices is most closely associated with the Russian holiday of 
Maslenitsa? 

A. dressing infants in sashes 

B. consuming bliny 

C. visiting ancestors' graves 

D. baking pryaniki 

14 



     

 
 

 

    
   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Question
Number  

 Correct 
Response  

Test  Objective  

1. C Demonstrate knowledge of  major developments in the  history  of target-language
speaking cultures and the significance of these developments.  

2.	 D Demonstrate knowledge of  major developments in the  history  of target-language
speaking  cultures and the significance of these developments.  

3.	 C Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between the perspectives and products  
of target-language-speaking cultures.  

4.	 D Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between the perspectives and products  
of target-language-speaking cultures.  

5.	 C Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between the perspectives and 
practices of target-language-speaking cultures.  

6.	 B Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between the  perspectives and 
practices of target-language-speaking cultures.  
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ANSWER KEY—CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES,
 
COMPARISONS, AND CONNECTIONS
 





Return to Test Information Guide 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

SUBAREA III:  LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
 

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR:
 
LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
 

This section of the test consists of multiple-choice questions with four answer choices and exercises 
that require you to demonstrate your knowledge of linguistics and your command of the grammatical 
structure of the language. 

Read each multiple-choice question carefully and choose the ONE best answer. Try to answer all 
questions. Even if you are unsure of an answer, it is better to guess than not to answer a question at 
all. You will NOT be penalized for guessing. 

You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your 
response to the exercises. However, your final responses to the exercises must be written on the 
response sheets and scanned using the scanner provided. 

Write your responses to the exercises on the response sheets provided. Your scores will be based 
solely on the responses written on the response sheets provided. Your responses to the 
exercises will be scored on the basis of grammatical correctness. 

Select the Next button to continue. 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS—
 
LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
 

1.	 Comprehensible-input activities in a third-year Russian language class would typically include 
activities in which students interpret second-language information that is: 

A. slightly above their current knowledge level. 

B. at a knowledge level equal to their current second-year understanding. 

C. slightly below their current knowledge level. 

D. at a first-year knowledge level that they can easily understand. 

2.	 Stephen Krashen hypothesized that second-language acquisition can be inhibited by: 

A. proactive interference of the primary language. 

B. overextension of single words to cover concepts. 

C. affective filtering during communication. 

D. limitations imposed by fixed developmental sequences. 

3.	 A child learning English as her first language produces the word drived to indicate the past tense 
of drive. The child's use of the word drived most likely results from the child's: 

A. out-of-context imitation of overheard speech. 

B. misunderstanding of the past tense. 

C. overgeneralization of a previously learned rule. 

D. imaginative exploration of language. 

17 



     

 
 

 

           
      

       

      

          
 

       
 

 

          
 

     

      

        

       
 

 

        
  

    

        

          

       
 

 

           
          

    

     

  

      

     
 

 

Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

4.	 Which of the following goals and strategies for second-language teaching would be the best way 
to take advantage of similarities between first- and second-language acquisition? 

A.	 encouraging communication of meaning through holistic learning methods 

B.	 developing native-like pronunciation and grammatical accuracy through drills 

C.	 encouraging the development of an extensive vocabulary through writing and dictionary 
usage 

D.	 developing a sophisticated understanding of literature through intensive reading 

5.	 Which of the following best characterizes the comprehension stage of second-language 
development? 

A.	 production of partially correct structures when speaking 

B.	 inconsistent use of correct grammatical constructions 

C.	 speaking in simplified but accurate sentences to express ideas 

D.	 interpretation of the language with little or no production 

6.	 In second-language acquisition, intermediate proficiency is characterized by which of the 
following properties? 

A.	 dependence on props for communicating 

B.	 ability to negotiate meaning in conversation and other daily interactions 

C.	 cautious use of vocabulary limited to concrete objects and simple phrases 

D.	 reading and speaking skills similar to those of a native speaker 

7.	 A high school Russian teacher is teaching a course that includes students with many different 
backgrounds, experiences, and learning styles. Which of the following types of assignments 
would best accommodate the diverse needs of the students? 

A.	 exercises from the students' textbook 

B.	 cooperative and collaborative assignments 

C.	 individual Internet and computer work 

D.	 presentational projects prepared at home 

18 



     

 
 

 

        
          
         

           

      

        

             
 

         
 

 

             
 

        

        

       

         
 

 

        
     

  

  

  

  
 

 

               
           

      

            

          

        

Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

8.	 Students in an intermediate Russian course are able to perform basic communicative acts such 
as greeting and responding to greetings, asking and answering simple questions, exchanging 
information, and expressing likes and dislikes. Which of the following strategies would best 
support the students' development of the next stage of second-language acquisition? 

A.	 providing experiences in which students must negotiate meaning in unfamiliar contexts 

B.	 reviewing grammatical constructions until students have mastered all beginning material 

C.	 grouping students who are at the same level of language proficiency to work together on 
class activities 

D.	 presenting frequent examples of recordings made by native speakers to students 

9.	 In contrast to an adult learner, a child learning the structure of a second language is more likely 
to: 

A.	 depend on written representation of the second language. 

B.	 apply the deep structure of the second language spontaneously. 

C.	 memorize grammar rules of the second language. 

D.	 compare the structures of the native and second languages consciously. 

10.	 Unlike the English verb "to accompany," the equivalent Russian verb ɚɤɤɨɦɩɚɧɢɪɨɜɚɬɶ is used 
only in which of the following contexts? 

A.	 military 

B.	 medical 

C.	 legal 

D.	 musical 

11.	 To soften a request in English, a speaker might start a request with "could you please ¼ ." 
Which of the following strategies is typically used by Russian speakers for the same purpose? 

A.	 adding the negative particle "ɧɟ" to the request 

B.	 using the patronymic of the person to whom the request is made 

C.	 adding the phrase "ɦɨɠɧɨ, ɩɨɠɚɥɭɣɫɬɚ" at the end of the request 

D.	 using a second-person plural imperative in the request 

19 
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ANSWER  KEY—LINGUISTICS AND  LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
  

Question  
Number  

Correct 
Response  

Test Objective  

1.	 A Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language 
acquisition. 

2.	 C Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language 
acquisition. 

3.	 C Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language 
acquisition. 

4.	 A Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language 
acquisition. 

5.	 D Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language 
acquisition. 

6.	 B Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language 
acquisition. 

7.	 B Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language 
acquisition. 

8.	 A Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language 
acquisition. 

9.	 B Demonstrate understanding of the nature of first-, second-, and heritage-language 
acquisition. 

10.	 D Demonstrate understanding of the similarities and differences between the target 
language and English. 

11.	 A Demonstrate understanding of the similarities and differences between the target 
language and English. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES 

OPEN-RESPONSE ITEMS
 

This section of the test consists of exercises that require the candidate to demonstrate command of the 
grammatical structure of the language. The first part consists of a cloze passage with twelve blanks to 
be filled in according to specific directions. The words or phrases to be filled in may include verb forms, 
pronouns, modifiers requiring agreement, inflected noun forms, or other important elements of syntax 
and usage. The second part consists of six short-answer questions. The first three require 
transformation of one or more sentences according to specific directions (e.g., from one tense or voice 
to another, from singular to plural, from an informal to a formal language style). The second three 
short-answer questions require candidates to rewrite in correct form one or more sentences containing 
grammatical errors. In the scoring of this section of the test, all grammatically correct answers 
consistent with the directions will be accepted. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR:
 
LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES—PASSAGE
 

This portion of the Linguistics and Language Structures section of the test consists of a passage to be 
completed by providing the grammatically correct word in the target language for each numbered 
space. Directions are provided before the passage. Write your responses on one of the response 
sheets provided to you. Before you continue, please label the response sheet "Linguistics and 
Language Structures Passage". 

You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your 
responses to the passage. However, your final responses to the passage must be written on one 
of the response sheets provided. 

Your final response must be scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation. Instructions for 
scanning your Response Sheet are available by clicking the "Scanning Help" button at the top 
of the screen. 

Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your 
testing time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will 
appear on-screen indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only response sheets that are 
scanned before you end your test or before time has expired will be scored. Any response sheet that is 
not scanned before testing ends will NOT be scored. 

Select the Next button to continue. 
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PASSAGE: LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
 

12.	 Complete the passage below by providing for each numbered space a grammatically 
correct Russian form of the word in brackets. When the perfective and imperfective of the 
same verb are given, choose the appropriate variant for the context. 

Write each response on the Response Sheet you labeled "Linguistics and Language 
Structures Passage." Number the Response Sheet 1 through 12 and write your responses 
on the line that corresponds to the numbered space in the passage. When finished, scan 
your Response Sheet using the scanner provided at your workstation. 

Ɇɨɢ ɪɨɞɢɬɟɥɢ (1) ________ [ɩɟɪɟɟɡɠɚɬɶ / ɩɟɪɟɟɯɚɬɶ] ɜ ȼɨɪɨɧɟɠ, ɤɨɝɞɚ (2) ________ [ɹ] 
ɛɵɥɨ 10 ɥɟɬ. Ɉɬɟɰ ɩɨɥɭɱɢɥ ɪɚɛɨɬɭ ɧɚ ɡɚɜɨɞɟ, ɢ ɦɚɦɚ ɩɨɟɯɚɥɚ ɜɦɟɫɬɟ ɫ ɧɢɦ. ȼɧɚɱɚɥɟ 
ɠɢɡɧɶ ɛɵɥɚ ɧɟɩɪɨɫɬɚɹ, ɧɨ ɱɟɪɟɡ ɧɟɫɤɨɥɶɤɨ (3) ________ [ɝɨɞ] ɨɧɢ ɤɭɩɢɥɢ ɤɜɚɪɬɢɪɭ, ɞɚɱɭ, 
ɡɚɜɟɥɢ (4) ________ [ɞɪɭɡɶɹ]. ɉɚɩɚ ɫɬɚɥ (5) ________ [ɞɢɪɟɤɬɨɪ] ɡɚɜɨɞɚ, ɚ ɦɚɦɚ ɨɬɤɪɵɥɚ 
ɧɟɛɨɥɶɲɨɣ ɛɢɡɧɟɫ. Ɉɧɢ ɯɨɬɟɥɢ, ɱɬɨɛɵ ɹ (6) ________ [ɩɨɫɬɭɩɢɬɶ] ɜ ɭɧɢɜɟɪɫɢɬɟɬ ɜ Ɇɨɫɤɜɟ, 
ɧɨ ɹ ɪɟɲɢɥ ɨɫɬɚɬɶɫɹ ɜ ɪɨɞɧɨɦ ɝɨɪɨɞɟ, ɤ ɤɨɬɨɪɨɦɭ (7) ________ [ɩɪɢɜɵɤɧɭɬɶ] ɢ ɛɟɡ 
(8) ________ [ɤɨɬɨɪɵɣ] ɧɟ ɦɨɝ ɩɪɟɞɫɬɚɜɢɬɶ (9, 10) ________ ________ [ɫɜɨɹ ɠɢɡɧɶ]. ɋɟɣɱɚɫ 
ɦɵ ɠɢɜёɦ ɜ (11) ________ [ɨɞɢɧ] ɞɨɦɟ: ɪɨɞɢɬɟɥɢ, ɦɵ ɫ (12) ________ [ɠɟɧɚ] ɢ ɧɚɲɚ ɞɨɱɶ 
ɘɥɹ. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FOUR:
 
LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES—SHORT-ANSWER
 

QUESTIONS
 

This portion of the Linguistics and Language Structures section of the test consists of six short answer 
questions. Directions are provided before each question. Write your response to each question on one 
of the response sheets provided to you. Before you continue, please label your response sheets with 
the appropriate exercise numbers as follows. 

1. "Exercise 1" 
2. "Exercise 2" 
3. "Exercise 3" 
4. "Exercise 4" 
5. "Exercise 5" 
6. "Exercise 6" 

You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your 
response to the exercises. However, your final responses to the exercises must be written on the 
response sheets provided. 

Your final responses must be scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation. Instructions 
for scanning your Response Sheets are available by clicking the "Scanning Help" button at the 
top of the screen. 

Any time spent responding to the assignments, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of 
your testing time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will 
appear on-screen indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only response sheets that are 
scanned before you end your test or before time has expired will be scored. Any response sheet that is 
not scanned before testing ends will NOT be scored. 

Select the Next button to continue. 
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SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS: LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE 

STRUCTURES
 

13.	 Follow the directions provided below and write a response in Russian on the Response 
Sheet you labeled "Exercise 1." When finished, scan your Response Sheet using the 
scanner provided at your workstation. 

Rewrite the sentence below, changing it from the imperfective to the perfective. Make all 
necessary changes. 

ɋɟɪɝɟɣ ɜɫɩɨɦɢɧɚɥ, ɤɚɤ ɨɧ ɩɨɦɨɝɚɥ Ɉɥɶɝɟ ɫɨɛɢɪɚɬɶ ɞɟɬɟɣ ɜ ɲɤɨɥɭ. 

14.	 Follow the directions provided below and write a response in Russian on the Response 
Sheet you labeled "Exercise 2." When finished, scan your Response Sheet using the 
scanner provided at your workstation. 

Rewrite the sentence below, changing it from direct speech to indirect speech. Make all 
necessary changes. 

Ɉɧ ɫɩɪɨɫɢɥ ɟё: «Ɍɵ ɯɨɱɟɲɶ ɟɫɬɶ?», ɚ ɩɨɬɨɦ ɫɤɚɡɚɥ: «ɋɚɞɢɫɶ ɭɠɢɧɚɬɶ». 

15.	 Follow the directions provided below and write a response in Russian on the Response 
Sheet you labeled "Exercise 3." When finished, scan your Response Sheet using the 
scanner provided at your workstation. 

Combine the sentences below into one sentence while retaining the original meaning of 
the two sentences. Make all necessary changes. 

Ⱦɪɭɡɶɹ ɩɨɭɠɢɧɚɥɢ ɜ ɪɟɫɬɨɪɚɧɟ «ɉɪɚɝɚ». ɉɨɫɥɟ ɭɠɢɧɚ ɨɧɢ ɩɨɲɥɢ ɜ ɤɢɧɨ. 
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16.	 Rewrite the sentence below in Russian, correcting all errors and retaining the original 
meaning. Write your response on the Response Sheet you labeled "Exercise 4." When 
finished, scan your Response Sheet using the scanner provided at your workstation. 

ȼ 1953 ɝɨɞɭ ɋɨɥɠɟɧɢɰɵɧɚ ɨɫɜɨɛɨɠɞɚɸɬɫɹ ɢ ɜ 1957 ɝɨɞɭ ɟɦɭ ɩɨɥɧɨɫɬɶɸ ɪɟɚɛɢɥɢɬɢɪɭɸɬ. 

17.	 Rewrite the sentence below in Russian, correcting all errors and retaining the original 
meaning. Write your response on the Response Sheet you labeled "Exercise 5." When 
finished, scan your Response Sheet using the scanner provided at your workstation. 

ȼ 1941 ɝɨɞɭ ɋɨɥɠɟɧɢɰɵɧ ɛɵɥ ɧɚ ɮɪɨɧɬɭ, ɝɞɟ ɨɧ ɬɪɢ ɝɨɞɚ ɤɨɦɚɧɞɨɜɚɥ ɛɚɬɚɥɶɨɧɚ. 

18.	 Rewrite the sentence below in Russian, correcting all errors and retaining the original 
meaning. Write your response on the Response Sheet you labeled "Exercise 6." When 
finished, scan your Response Sheet using the scanner provided at your workstation. 

ə ɜɢɞɟɥ ɟё ɩɟɪɟɯɨɞɢɬɶ ɞɨɪɨɝɭ ɜɱɟɪɚ ɜɟɱɟɪɨɦ ɨɤɨɥɨ ɫɟɦɶ ɱɚɫɨɜ. 
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SAMPLE STRONG RESPONSES FOR OPEN-RESPONSE ITEMS—
 
LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
 

12. (Passage) 

(1) ɩɟɪɟɟɯɚɥɢ 

(2) ɦɧɟ 

(3) ɥɟɬ 

(4) ɞɪɭɡɟɣ 

(5) ɞɢɪɟɤɬɨɪɨɦ 

(6) ɩɨɫɬɭɩɢɥ 

(7) ɩɪɢɜɵɤ 

(8) ɤɨɬɨɪɨɝɨ 

(9) ɫɜɨɸ 

(10) ɠɢɡɧɶ 

(11) ɨɞɧɨɦ 

(12) ɠɟɧɨɣ 

13. ɋɟɪɝɟɣ ɜɫɩɨɦɧɢɥ, ɤɚɤ ɨɧ ɩɨɦɨɝ Ɉɥɶɝɟ ɫɨɛɪɚɬɶ ɞɟɬɟɣ ɜ ɲɤɨɥɭ. 

14. Ɉɧ ɫɩɪɨɫɢɥ ɟё, ɯɨɱɟɬ ɥɢ ɨɧɚ ɟɫɬɶ, ɚ ɩɨɬɨɦ ɫɤɚɡɚɥ, ɱɬɨɛɵ ɨɧɚ ɫɚɞɢɥɚɫɶ ɭɠɢɧɚɬɶ. 

15. ɉɨɫɥɟ ɬɨɝɨ, ɤɚɤ ɞɪɭɡɶɹ ɩɨɭɠɢɧɚɥɢ ɜ ɪɟɫɬɨɪɚɧɟ ɉɪɚɝɚ, ɨɧɢ ɩɨɲɥɢ ɜ ɤɢɧɨ. 

16. ȼ 1953 ɝɨɞɭ ɋɨɥɠɟɧɢɰɵɧɚ ɨɫɜɨɛɨɠɞɚɸɬ ɢ ɜ 1957 ɝɨɞɭ ɟɝɨ ɩɨɥɧɨɫɬɶɸ ɪɟɚɛɢɥɢɬɢɪɭɸɬ. 

17. ȼ 1941 ɝɨɞɭ ɋɨɥɠɟɧɢɰɵɧ ɛɵɥ ɧɚ ɮɪɨɧɬɟ, ɝɞɟ ɨɧ ɬɪɢ ɝɨɞɚ ɤɨɦɚɧɞɨɜɚɥ ɛɚɬɚɥɶɨɧɨɦ. 

18. ə ɜɢɞɟɥ, ɱɬɨ ɨɧɚ ɩɟɪɟɯɨɞɢɥɚ ɞɨɪɨɝɭ ɜɱɟɪɚ ɜɟɱɟɪɨɦ ɨɤɨɥɨ ɫɟɦɢ ɱɚɫɨɜ. 
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ANALYSIS FOR STRONG RESPONSES TO OPEN-RESPONSE ITEMS—
 
LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STRUCTURES
 

These are examples of strong responses because they are characterized by the following: 

12. (Passage) 
(1)	 Because the verb in the subordinate clause (ɛɵɥɨ) is in the past tense, the verb in the main 

clause must correspond by being in the past tense as well. The perfective variant of the given 
verb must be used to indicate the completeness of the action. To match the subject 
"ɪɨɞɢɬɟɥɢ," the verb must be in the plural third‐person form. 

(2)	 The dative case of the personal pronoun "ɹ" is required to denote age. 

(3)	 The noun "ɝɨɞ" in the genitive case must appear in its special irregular form "ɥɟɬ." 

(4)	 The plural noun must be in the accusative case. 

(5)	 The noun must be in the singular masculine form of the instrumental case. 

(6)	 The verb in the subordinate clause must be in the past tense because the verb in the 

main clause "ɯɨɬɟɥɢ," is in the past tense. It must be in the singular first‐person form 
in accordance with the subject "ɹ," which is a singular personal pronoun. 

(7)	 The verb "ɩɪɢɜɵɤɧɭɬɶ" must be changed to the short-form adjective "ɩɪɢɜɵɤ." The 
form must be in the past tense and the singular, masculine form to conform to the 
context. 

(8)	 The relative pronoun "ɤɨɬɨɪɨɝɨ" must be in the masculine singular form of the genitive case. 

(9)	 The possessive‐reflexive pronoun must be in the feminine form of the accusative case (ɫɜɨɸ) 
to agree with the following feminine noun. 

(10)	 The feminine singular noun "ɠɢɡɧɶ" must be in the accusative case. 

(11)	 The masculine singular cardinal number "ɨɞɧɨɦ" must be in the prepositional case in
 
accordance with the noun.
 

(12)	 The feminine singular noun "ɠɟɧɨɣ" must be in the instrumental case. 

13.	 The verbs in both the main and subordinate clauses must be changed to the perfective variants. 

In the main clause, the perfective variant is "ɜɫɩɨɦɧɢɥ." In the subordinate clause, there are two 

verbs: the perfective variants are "ɩɨɦɨɝ" and "ɫɨɛɪɚɬɶ." 

14.	 The given sentence consists of two parts: (1) Ɉɧ ɫɩɪɨɫɢɥ ɟё: "Ɍɵ ɯɨɱɟɲɶ ɟɫɬɶ?", (2) ɚ ɩɨɬɨɦ 
ɫɤɚɡɚɥ: "ɋɚɞɢɫɶ ɭɠɢɧɚɬɶ." 

The first part contains a direct question. The second part is an invitation. The question in the 
first part is asked without any interrogative words. In this case, the direct speech is replaced with 
an object clause introduced by the particle "ɥɢ" (whether) that is placed after the word containing 
the question: "Ɉɧ ɫɩɪɨɫɢɥ ɟё, ɯɨɱɟɬ ɥɢ ɨɧɚ ɟɫɬɶ ¼ " (The pronoun "ɟё" can be omitted in 
everyday speech because it is clear to whom the male speaker directs his question.) 

The invitation in the second part of the sentence is given as a command: "ɋɚɞɢɫɶ ɭɠɢɧɚɬɶ." In 
this case, the indirect speech is introduced by the conjunction "ɱɬɨɛɵ," and the verb should be in 
the past tense: "ɚ ɩɨɬɨɦ ɫɤɚɡɚɥ, ɱɬɨɛɵ ɨɧɚ ɫɚɞɢɥɚɫɶ ɭɠɢɧɚɬɶ." Personal pronouns in both 
parts must be changed into the third person. 

28 



     

 
 

 

       
        

            
           

  

            
           

              
             

    

          
           

  

            
         

           
            

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

15.	 Although there are several ways this task could be completed correctly while retaining the 
original meaning, in this case the two simple sentences given are combined into one complex 
sentence by using the subordinating conjunction "ɩɨɫɥɟ ɬɨɝɨ, ɤɚɤ." The placement of the 
conjunction within the final sentence may vary depending upon how the original sentences are 
combined. 

16.	 There are two errors in the original sentence. First, the reflexive particle "± ɫɹ" must be omitted 
from the verb. The reflexive particle assumes that the action is performed by a subject upon him-
or herself. In the original sentence, the action is performed by an implied third-person plural 
subject upon the object (Solzhenitsyn). Second, the personal pronoun "ɨɧ" should be in the 
genitive case "ɟɝɨ," not the dative "ɟɦɭ." 

17.	 There are two errors in the sentence. First, the masculine singular noun "ɧɚ ɮɪɨɧɬɭ" must be 
in the prepositional case. Second, the masculine singular noun "ɛɚɬɚɥɶɨɧɚ" should be in the 
instrumental case. 

18.	 Two changes are needed to correct the original sentence. First, the sentence must be 
transformed to contain a main clause and a subordinate clause introduced by a conjunction. 
Second, the personal pronoun must serve as the subject of the subordinate clause and therefore 
be changed into the nominative case. (The subordinate conjunction "ɤɚɤ" can be used as a 
synonym for "ɱɬɨ.") 

Return to Test Information Guide 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

SUBAREA II:  READING COMPREHENSION 

DESCRIPTION OF THE READING COMPREHENSION
 
OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM
 

In this section of the test, the candidate is presented with an assignment that requires comprehension 
and interpretation of a written passage. The passage may be taken from a work of literature or from a 
nonliterary source (e.g., a newspaper or magazine article, an expository text). After reading the 
passage, the candidate provides a written response to an assignment that tests literal and inferential 
comprehension of the passage. The assignment may require the candidate to demonstrate the ability 
to perform such tasks as summarizing information stated in the passage, inferring the author's implied 
attitude, or relating one or more details to the writer's main theme. The assignment may also require 
the candidate to analyze the cultural context of the passage and/or the author's literary style and 
techniques. The assignment is designed to test reading comprehension and not writing ability; 
therefore, the response may be written either in English or in the target language. 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION FIVE: READING COMPREHENSION 

In this section of the test, you will read a passage and respond in writing to the assignment that follows 
the passage. Your response may be written either in the target language or in English. This should be 
your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from some other work. 

You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your 
response. If you choose to respond in English, type your response in the response box presented on-
screen. If you choose to respond in the target language, your final response must be written on the 
response sheet provided. Please label your response sheet with the appropriate exercise (e.g., 
"Reading Comprehension"). Your response sheet must be scanned using the scanner provided at your 
workstation. 

Instructions for scanning your Response Sheet are available by clicking the "Scanning Help" 
button at the top of the screen. 

Your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria. 

LITERAL COMPREHENSION: accuracy and completeness in comprehending literal content of written 
language 

INFERENCE: demonstrated ability to analyze elements of a written text and infer implied information 

Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your 
testing time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will 
appear on-screen indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only response sheets that are 
scanned before you end your test or before time has expired will be scored. Any response sheet that is 
not scanned before testing ends will NOT be scored. 

Select the Next button to continue. 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM: READING COMPREHENSION
 

This is a reading comprehension exercise. Read the passage below from «Радость» (1883) 
by Anton Chekhov. Then complete the assignment that follows, supporting your ideas with 
references from the passage. Your response may be written in either Russian or English. 
Choice of language will not affect your score. 

Ȼɵɥɨ ɞɜɟɧɚɞɰɚɬɶ ɱɚɫɨɜ ɧɨɱɢ.
 

Ɇɢɬɹ Ʉɭɥɞɚɪɨɜ, ɜɨɡɛɭɠɞёɧɧɵɣ, ɜɡɴɟɪɨɲɟɧɧɵɣ, ɜɥɟɬɟɥ ɜ ɤɜɚɪɬɢɪɭ ɫɜɨɢɯ ɪɨɞɢɬɟɥɟɣ ɢ ɛɵɫɬɪɨ
	
ɡɚɯɨɞɢɥ ɩɨ ɜɫɟɦ ɤɨɦɧɚɬɚɦ. Ɋɨɞɢɬɟɥɢ ɭɠɟ ɥɨɠɢɥɢɫɶ ɫɩɚɬɶ. ɋɟɫɬɪɚ ɥɟɠɚɥɚ ɜ ɩɨɫɬɟɥɢ ɢ
	
ɞɨɱɢɬɵɜɚɥɚ ɩɨɫɥɟɞɧɸɸ ɫɬɪɚɧɢɱɤɭ ɪɨɦɚɧɚ. Ȼɪɚɬɶɹ-ɝɢɦɧɚɡɢɫɬɵ ɫɩɚɥɢ.
 

² Ɉɬɤɭɞɚ ɬɵ? ² ɭɞɢɜɢɥɢɫɶ ɪɨɞɢɬɟɥɢ. ² ɑɬɨ ɫ ɬɨɛɨɣ?
 

² Ɉɯ, ɧɟ ɫɩɪɚɲɢɜɚɣɬɟ! ə ɧɢɤɚɤ ɧɟ ɨɠɢɞɚɥ! ɇɟɬ, ɹ ɧɢɤɚɤ ɧɟ ɨɠɢɞɚɥ! ɗɬɨ¼ ɷɬɨ ɞɚɠɟ
	
ɧɟɜɟɪɨɹɬɧɨ!
 

Ɇɢɬɹ ɡɚɯɨɯɨɬɚɥ ɢ ɫɟɥ ɜ ɤɪɟɫɥɨ, ɛɭɞɭɱɢ ɧɟ ɜ ɫɢɥɚɯ ɞɟɪɠɚɬɶɫɹ ɧɚ ɧɨɝɚɯ ɨɬ ɫɱɚɫɬɶɹ.
 

² ɗɬɨ ɧɟɜɟɪɨɹɬɧɨ! ȼɵ ɧɟ ɦɨɠɟɬɟ ɫɟɛɟ ɩɪɟɞɫɬɚɜɢɬɶ! ȼɵ ɩɨɝɥɹɞɢɬɟ!
 

ɋɟɫɬɪɚ ɫɩɪɵɝɧɭɥɚ ɫ ɩɨɫɬɟɥɢ ɢ, ɧɚɤɢɧɭɜ ɧɚ ɫɟɛɹ ɨɞɟɹɥɨ, ɩɨɞɨɲɥɚ ɤ ɛɪɚɬɭ. Ƚɢɦɧɚɡɢɫɬɵ
	
ɩɪɨɫɧɭɥɢɫɶ.
 

² ɑɬɨ ɫ ɬɨɛɨɣ? ɇɚ ɬɟɛɟ ɥɢɰɚ ɧɟɬ!
 

² ɗɬɨ ɹ ɨɬ ɪɚɞɨɫɬɢ, ɦɚɦɚɲɚ! ȼɟɞɶ ɬɟɩɟɪɶ ɦɟɧɹ ɡɧɚɟɬ ɜɫɹ Ɋɨɫɫɢɹ! ȼɫɹ! Ɋɚɧɶɲɟ ɬɨɥɶɤɨ ɜɵ
	
ɨɞɧɢ ɡɧɚɥɢ, ɱɬɨ ɧɚ ɷɬɨɦ ɫɜɟɬɟ ɫɭɳɟɫɬɜɭɟɬ ɤɨɥɥɟɠɫɤɢɣ ɪɟɝɢɫɬɪɚɬɨɪ Ⱦɦɢɬɪɢɣ Ʉɭɥɞɚɪɨɜ, ɚ 
ɬɟɩɟɪɶ ɜɫɹ Ɋɨɫɫɢɹ ɡɧɚɟɬ ɨɛ ɷɬɨɦ! Ɇɚɦɚɲɚ! Ɉ, ɝɨɫɩɨɞɢ! 

[¼]
	

Ɇɢɬɹ ɜɵɬɚɳɢɥ ɢɡ ɤɚɪɦɚɧɚ ɧɭɦɟɪ ɝɚɡɟɬɵ, ɩɨɞɚɥ ɨɬɰɭ ɢ ɬɤɧɭɥ ɩɚɥɶɰɟɦ ɜ ɦɟɫɬɨ, ɨɛɜɟɞёɧɧɨɟ
	
ɫɢɧɢɦ ɤɚɪɚɧɞɚɲɨɦ.
 

² ɑɢɬɚɣɬɟ!
 

Ɉɬɟɰ ɧɚɞɟɥ ɨɱɤɢ.
 

² ɑɢɬɚɣɬɟ ɠɟ!
 

Ɇɚɦɚɲɚ ɜɡɝɥɹɧɭɥɚ ɧɚ ɨɛɪɚɡ ɢ ɩɟɪɟɤɪɟɫɬɢɥɚɫɶ. ɉɚɩɚɲɚ ɤɚɲɥɹɧɭɥ ɢ ɧɚɱɚɥ ɱɢɬɚɬɶ:
 

«29-ɝɨ ɞɟɤɚɛɪɹ, ɜ ɨɞɢɧɧɚɞɰɚɬɶ ɱɚɫɨɜ ɜɟɱɟɪɚ, ɤɨɥɥɟɠɫɤɢɣ ɪɟɝɢɫɬɪɚɬɨɪ Ⱦɦɢɬɪɢɣ Ʉɭɥɞɚɪɨɜ...
 

² ȼɢɞɢɬɟ, ɜɢɞɢɬɟ? Ⱦɚɥɶɲɟ!
 

¼ɤɨɥɥɟɠɫɤɢɣ ɪɟɝɢɫɬɪɚɬɨɪ Ⱦɦɢɬɪɢɣ Ʉɭɥɞɚɪɨɜ, ɜɵɯɨɞɹ ɢɡ ɩɨɪɬɟɪɧɨɣ, ɱɬɨ ɧɚ Ɇɚɥɨɣ Ȼɪɨɧɧɨɣ, ɜ
	
ɞɨɦɟ Ʉɨɡɢɯɢɧɚ, ɢ ɧɚɯɨɞɹɫɶ ɜ ɧɟɬɪɟɡɜɨɦ ɫɨɫɬɨɹɧɢɢ¼
	

² ɗɬɨ ɹ ɫ ɋɟɦёɧɨɦ ɉɟɬɪɨɜɢɱɟɦ¼ ȼɫё ɞɨ ɬɨɧɤɨɫɬɟɣ ɨɩɢɫɚɧɨ! ɉɪɨɞɨɥɠɚɣɬɟ! Ⱦɚɥɶɲɟ! 

ɋɥɭɲɚɣɬɟ!
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

¼ɢ ɧɚɯɨɞɹɫɶ ɜ ɧɟɬɪɟɡɜɨɦ ɫɨɫɬɨɹɧɢɢ, ɩɨɫɤɨɥɶɡɧɭɥɫɹ ɢ ɭɩɚɥ ɩɨɞ ɥɨɲɚɞɶ [¼]. ɂɫɩɭɝɚɧɧɚɹ 
ɥɨɲɚɞɶ, ɩɟɪɟɲɚɝɧɭɜ ɱɟɪɟɡ Ʉɭɥɞɚɪɨɜɚ ɢ ɩɪɨɬɚɳɢɜ ɱɟɪɟɡ ɧɟɝɨ ɫɚɧɢ ɫ ɧɚɯɨɞɢɜɲɢɦɫɹ ɜ ɧɢɯ 
ɜɬɨɪɨɣ ɝɢɥɶɞɢɢ ɦɨɫɤɨɜɫɤɢɦ ɤɭɩɰɨɦ ɋɬɟɩɚɧɨɦ Ʌɭɤɨɜɵɦ, ɩɨɦɱɚɥɚɫɶ ɩɨ ɭɥɢɰɟ ɢ ɛɵɥɚ 
ɡɚɞɟɪɠɚɧɚ ɞɜɨɪɧɢɤɚɦɢ. Ʉɭɥɞɚɪɨɜ, ɜɧɚɱɚɥɟ ɧɚɯɨɞɹɫɶ ɜ ɛɟɫɱɭɜɫɬɜɟɧɧɨɦ ɫɨɫɬɨɹɧɢɢ, ɛɵɥ 
ɨɬɜɟɞёɧ ɜ ɩɨɥɢɰɟɣɫɤɢɣ ɭɱɚɫɬɨɤ ɢ ɨɫɜɢɞɟɬɟɥɶɫɬɜɨɜɚɧ ɜɪɚɱɨɦ. ɍɞɚɪ, ɤɨɬɨɪɵɣ ɨɧ ɩɨɥɭɱɢɥ ɩɨ 
ɡɚɬɵɥɤɭ, [¼] ɨɬɧɟɫёɧ ɤ ɥёɝɤɢɦ. Ɉ ɫɥɭɱɢɜɲɟɦɫɹ ɫɨɫɬɚɜɥɟɧ ɩɪɨɬɨɤɨɥ. ɉɨɬɟɪɩɟɜɲɟɦɭ ɩɨɞɚɧɚ 
ɦɟɞɢɰɢɧɫɤɚɹ ɩɨɦɨɳɶ»¼ 

[¼] 

Ɇɢɬɹ ɫɯɜɚɬɢɥ ɝɚɡɟɬɭ, ɫɥɨɠɢɥ ɟё ɢ ɫɭɧɭɥ ɜ ɤɚɪɦɚɧ. 

² ɉɨɛɟɝɭ ɤ Ɇɚɤɚɪɨɜɵɦ, ɢɦ ɩɨɤɚɠɭ¼ ɇɚɞɨ ɟɳё ɂɜɚɧɢɰɤɢɦ ɩɨɤɚɡɚɬɶ, ɇɚɬɚɥɢɢ ɂɜɚɧɨɜɧɟ, 
Ⱥɧɢɫɢɦɭ ȼɚɫɢɥɶɢɱɭ¼ ɉɨɛɟɝɭ! ɉɪɨɳɚɣɬɟ! 

Ɇɢɬɹ ɧɚɞɟɥ ɮɭɪɚɠɤɭ ɫ ɤɨɤɚɪɞɨɣ ɢ, ɬɨɪɠɟɫɬɜɭɸɳɢɣ, ɪɚɞɨɫɬɧɵɣ, ɜɵɛɟɠɚɥ ɧɚ ɭɥɢɰɭ. 

Supporting your ideas with references from the passage, write a response of approximately 
100±200 words in Russian or in English in which you: 

• describe the setting of the story; 

• explain what Mitya will likely do next; and 

• analyze the social context of the passage. 

If you choose to respond in Russian and scan your response, do NOT use more than ONE 
(1) Response Sheet. 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

SAMPLE STRONG RESPONSE FOR OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—
 
READING COMPREHENSION
 

The story takes place at the apartment of Dmitry (Mitya) Kuldaroff's parents at midnight on
 
December 29. Excited, Mitya comes home and walks through all of the rooms where his parents,
 
sister, and brothers are in bed ready to sleep or already sleeping. Mitya wants to tell them that he
 
is featured in the newspaper because he fell under a merchant's sleigh earlier in the evening while
 
leaving a pub in Malaya Bronnaya Street.
 

Mitya will likely go to his neighbors and friends, despite the late hour, because he is so thrilled to
 
tell everyone that he is mentioned in the newspaper.
 

Mitya used to feel like he was a "little man" in society. He worked as a clerk ("ɤɨɥɥɟɠɫɤɢɣ 
ɪɟɝɢɫɬɪɚɬɨɪ"). He felt that no one paid any attention to his existence except his family. He is 
under the illusion that, because his name has been printed in the newspaper, even though it is for 
an embarrassing reason (getting into an accident while intoxicated), he will become a celebrity: 
"ȼɟɞɶ ɬɟɩɟɪɶ ɦɟɧɹ ɡɧɚɟɬ ɜɫɹ Ɋɨɫɫɢɹ!" The story describes how a shameful event is perceived as 
an elevation in social status by the lowly Mitya. 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

ANALYSIS FOR STRONG RESPONSE TO OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—
 
READING COMPREHENSION
 

This is an example of a strong response because it is characterized by the following: 

Literal Comprehension: The response clearly demonstrates strong literal comprehension of the 
written passage. It accurately describes the place and time of the story's occurrence and relays the 
sequence of the main events properly. The response includes a number of specific details. Appropriate 
references to the original text provide further proof of thorough understanding. 

Inference: The response successfully analyzes aspects of the passage's literal content in order to 
make the reasonable inference that Mitya will immediately share the news of his newfound "fame" with 
his neighbors and friends because, for the first time in his life, he feels himself to be a worthy person. 
The response also uses Mitya's misplaced joy to point out the feelings of inferiority held by a person of 
relatively low social status. 

Return to Test Information Guide 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

SUBAREA V:  WRITTEN EXPRESSION
 

DESCRIPTION OF THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM 

In this section of the test, the candidate is required to produce a written response in the target language 
in response to a prompt. Each assignment will specify a particular type of written product (e.g., a letter, 
a narrative description, etc.) that the candidate is expected to generate and an audience for whom the 
written product is intended. The candidate is expected to demonstrate the ability to communicate in an 
appropriate register that displays cultural knowledge and sensitivity, organize ideas, and use a range of 
vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and simple and complex linguistic structures. 

36 



     

 
 

 

      
 
 

              
            
                 

               
            

           
 

            
          

      
 

         
       

 
          

 
            
    

 
     

 
        

 
      

 
      

 
        

 
          

              
                

         
 

             
             

            
               

      
 

     

Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

DIRECTIONS FOR SECTION SIX: WRITTEN EXPRESSION
 

This section of the test consists of a writing assignment to which you must respond in the target 
language. The assignment appears on the following screen. A list of suggestions is provided to help 
direct your writing for the assignment. It is not necessary that you cover every point on the list, nor are 
you limited in your response to those points indicated. You are, however, required to write about the 
general assignment that you are given, and part of your score will be based on the degree to which you 
elaborate on the assignment by addressing either the suggested points or points of your choosing. 

Your final response must be written on the response sheet provided. Please label your response 
sheet with the appropriate exercise (e.g., "Written Expression"). Your response sheet must be scanned 
using the scanner provided at your workstation. 

Instructions for scanning your Response Sheet are available by clicking the "Scanning Help" 
button at the top of the screen. 

Your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria. 

PURPOSE: the extent to which the objective of the assignment is achieved and the response is 
appropriate for the intended audience 

COHERENCE: organization and clarity of ideas 

CONTENT: development of ideas and relevance of supporting details 

GRAMMAR: accuracy of grammatical forms and syntax 

VOCABULARY: command of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 

MECHANICS: accuracy of spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation 

Be sure to write about the assigned topic and use MULTIPLE PARAGRAPHS. Please write legibly. 
You may not use any reference materials during the test. This should be your original work, written in 
your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from some other work. Remember to review what you 
have written and make any changes you think will improve your written response. 

Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your 
testing time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will 
appear on-screen indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only response sheets that are 
scanned before you end your test or before time has expired will be scored. Any response sheet that is 
not scanned before testing ends will NOT be scored. 

Select the Next button to continue. 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM: WRITTEN EXPRESSION
 

Imagine that you have a warm relationship with a family with whom you lived during a year of study 
in a country where Russian is spoken. You have stayed in touch with them since returning to the 
United States, but several months have passed since you last wrote. To reestablish contact with 
them, write a letter in Russian to the parents of the family, a couple in their fifties. You may wish to 
include, but are not limited to, the following topics: 

• reminiscences about your stay with them; 

• inquiries about their health and activities; 

• your own recent activities; and 

• your plans for the immediate future. 

Do NOT use more than one (1) Response Sheet. When finished, scan your Response Sheet 
using the scanner provided at your workstation. 

38 



     

 
 

 

    
  

        

                
               

               
        

          
            

        
          

       
           

   

             
           

             
     

           
         
        

         
             

         
          

          
             

         
                

    

             
                

         

      

 

 

Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

SAMPLE STRONG RESPONSE FOR OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—
 
WRITTEN EXPRESSION
 

Ɂɞɪɚɜɫɬɜɭɣɬɟ, ɦɨɢ ɞɨɪɨɝɢɟ ɗɥɢɧɚ ɋɟɪɝɟɟɜɧɚ ɢ ɘɪɢɣ ȼɢɤɬɨɪɨɜɢɱ! 

ɉɪɟɠɞɟ ɜɫɟɝɨ, ɲɥɸ ɬɵɫɹɱɭ ɢɡɜɢɧɟɧɢɣ ɡɚ ɬɨ, ɱɬɨ ɞɚɜɧɨ ɧɟ ɩɢɫɚɥɚ ɜɚɦ. ȿɫɥɢ ɛɵ ɜɵ ɬɨɥɶɤɨ 
ɡɧɚɥɢ, ɤɚɤ ɱɚɫɬɨ ɢ ɫ ɤɚɤɨɣ ɪɚɞɨɫɬɶɸ ɹ ɜɫɩɨɦɢɧɚɸ ɜɪɟɦɹ, ɩɪɨɜɟɞёɧɧɨɟ ɫ ɜɚɦɢ ɜ ɫɨɥɧɟɱɧɨɣ 
Ɉɞɟɫɫɟ! Ɂɚ ɩɪɨɲɟɞɲɟɟ ɜɪɟɦɹ ɭ ɦɟɧɹ ɛɵɥɨ ɬɚɤ ɦɧɨɝɨ ɪɚɛɨɬɵ ɢ ɹ ɬɚɤ ɭɫɬɚɜɚɥɚ, ɱɬɨ ɷɬɢ 
ɜɨɫɩɨɦɢɧɚɧɢɹ ɫɨɝɪɟɜɚɥɢ ɦɟɧɹ ɢ ɞɚɜɚɥɢ ɦɧɟ ɫɢɥɵ ɞɜɢɝɚɬɶɫɹ ɞɚɥɶɲɟ. 

Ʉɚɤ ɜɵ ɩɨɠɢɜɚɟɬɟ? Ʉɚɤ ɭ ɜɚɫ ɞɟɥɚ? Ʉɚɤ ɡɞɨɪɨɜɶɟ? ɗɥɢɧɚ ɋɟɪɝɟɟɜɧɚ, ɤɚɤɢɟ ɤɭɪɫɵ ȼɵ 
ɛɭɞɟɬɟ ɜɟɫɬɢ ɜ ɷɬɨɦ ɝɨɞɭ? ɉɨ‐ɩɪɟɠɧɟɦɭ, ɜɜɟɞɟɧɢɟ ɜ ɬɟɨɪɢɸ ɥɢɬɟɪɚɬɭɪɵ, ɢɥɢ ɤɚɤɨɣ‐ɬɨ 
ɫɩɟɰɢɚɥɢɡɢɪɨɜɚɧɧɵɣ ɫɟɦɢɧɚɪ? ȼɵɲɥɢ ɥɢ ɭ ȼɚɫ ɤɚɤɢɟ‐ɬɨ ɧɨɜɵɟ ɫɬɚɬɶɢ? ɋɟɣɱɚɫ ɩɨɞɧɢɦɚɟɬɫɹ 
ɛɨɥɶɲɨɣ ɢɧɬɟɪɟɫ ɤ ɬɟɨɪɢɢ ɥɢɬɟɪɚɬɭɪɧɵɯ ɠɚɧɪɨɜ ɢ ɬɢɩɚɦ ɩɨɜɟɫɬɜɨɜɚɧɢɹ, ɩɪɨɜɨɞɢɬɫɹ ɦɧɨɝɨ 
ɤɨɧɮɟɪɟɧɰɢɣ, ɩɨɫɜɹɳёɧɧɵɯ ɷɬɨɣ ɬɟɦɟ. ɏɨɬɟɥɢ ɛɵ ȼɵ ɩɪɢɟɯɚɬɶ ɜɵɫɬɭɩɢɬɶ? ə ɦɨɝɭ 
ɩɨɢɧɬɟɪɟɫɨɜɚɬɶɫɹ ɜ ɭɧɢɜɟɪɫɢɬɟɬɟ ɩɥɚɧɚɦɢ ɧɚ ɫɥɟɞɭɸɳɢɣ ɝɨɞ ɢ ɛɭɞɭ ɪɚɞɚ ɩɪɢɫɥɚɬɶ ȼɚɦ 
ɩɪɢɝɥɚɲɟɧɢɟ, ɟɫɥɢ ɧɭɠɧɨ. 

ɘɪɢɣ ȼɢɤɬɨɪɨɜɢɱ, ɚ ɤɚɤ ȼɚɲɚ ɮɢɡɢɤɚ? ɍ ȼɚɫ ɦɧɨɝɨ ɚɫɩɢɪɚɧɬɨɜ ɜ ɷɬɨɦ ɝɨɞɭ? ə ɧɚɜɟɫɬɢɥɚ 
ɧɟɞɚɜɧɨ ɞɪɭɡɟɣ ɜ ɉɪɢɧɫɬɨɧɟ, ɩɨɲɥɚ ɩɨɫɦɨɬɪɟɬɶ ɧɚ ɞɨɦ ɗɣɧɲɬɟɣɧɚ. ɋɬɨɹɥɚ ɬɚɦ ɢ 
ɜɫɩɨɦɢɧɚɥɚ ȼɚɫ. Ɇɧɟ ɬɚɤ ɧɟ ɯɜɚɬɚɟɬ ɧɚɲɢɯ ɞɢɫɤɭɫɫɢɣ ɨ ɡɜёɡɞɚɯ, ɨɛ ɭɫɬɪɨɣɫɬɜɟ ȼɫɟɥɟɧɧɨɣ ɢ 
ɨ ɦɟɫɬɟ ɱɟɥɨɜɟɤɚ ɜ ɧɟɣ! 

ȼɫё ɥɟɬɨ ɹ ɩɪɨɞɨɥɠɚɥɚ ɦɨё ɢɫɫɥɟɞɨɜɚɧɢɟ, ɦɧɨɝɨ ɜɪɟɦɟɧɢ ɩɪɨɜɟɥɚ ɜ ɪɚɡɧɵɯ ɚɪɯɢɜɚɯ ɢ 
ɛɢɛɥɢɨɬɟɤɚɯ, ɧɨ, ɤɚɠɟɬɫɹ, ɭɠɟ ɫɨɛɪɚɥɚ ɜɟɫɶ ɧɟɨɛɯɨɞɢɦɵɣ ɦɚɬɟɪɢɚɥ ɢ ɦɨɝɭ ɧɚɱɢɧɚɬɶ 
ɪɚɛɨɬɚɬɶ ɧɚɞ ɬɟɤɫɬɨɦ ɞɢɩɥɨɦɧɨɣ ɪɚɛɨɬɵ. ɏɨɱɭ ɫɧɚɱɚɥɚ ɩɪɨɞɭɦɚɬɶ ɨɛɳɟɟ ɩɨɫɬɪɨɟɧɢɟ ɬɟɤɫɬɚ. 
ɉɪɨɞɜɢɝɚɸɫɶ ɦɟɞɥɟɧɧɨ. ɍɬɟɲɚɸ ɫɟɛɹ ɬɟɦ, ɱɬɨ ɷɬɨ ɦɨɣ ɫɬɢɥɶ ɪɚɛɨɬɵ: ɬɟɤɫɬ ɞɨɥɠɟɧ 
ɛɭɤɜɚɥɶɧɨ ɜɵɡɪɟɬɶ ɭ ɦɟɧɹ ɜ ɝɨɥɨɜɟ, ɜɵɫɬɪɨɢɬɶɫɹ, ɢ ɩɨɬɨɦ ɨɧ ɜɵɥɶɟɬɫɹ ɧɚɪɭɠɭ ɛɵɫɬɪɨ ± 
ɬɨɥɶɤɨ ɭɫɩɟɜɚɣ ɡɚɩɢɫɵɜɚɬɶ! ɉɨɬɨɦ ɪɟɞɚɤɬɢɪɨɜɚɬɶ, ɞɨɛɚɜɥɹɬɶ, ɜɢɞɨɢɡɦɟɧɹɬɶ ɥɟɝɱɟ. Ʉɨɝɞɚ ɹ 
ɧɚɩɢɲɭ ɩɟɪɜɭɸ ɝɥɚɜɭ, ɨɱɟɧɶ ɯɨɬɟɥɚ ɛɵ ɩɨɤɚɡɚɬɶ ɟё ɜɚɦ ɨɛɨɢɦ ɢ ɭɫɥɵɲɚɬɶ ɜɚɲɟ ɦɧɟɧɢɟ. 
ɇɚɣɞёɬɫɹ ɥɢ ɭ ɜɚɫ ɧɟɦɧɨɝɨ ɜɪɟɦɟɧɢ, ɱɬɨɛɵ ɩɨɱɢɬɚɬɶ ɟё? ə ɩɥɚɧɢɪɭɸ ɧɚɩɢɫɚɬɶ ɩɟɪɜɵɣ 
ɱɟɪɧɨɜɨɣ ɜɚɪɢɚɧɬ ɬɟɤɫɬɚ ɤ ɤɨɧɰɭ ɨɤɬɹɛɪɹ ɢ ɩɪɢɲɥɸ ɟɝɨ ɜɚɦ ɩɨ ɂɧɬɟɪɧɟɬɭ. ɏɨɪɨɲɨ, ɱɬɨ ɟɳё 
ɟɫɬɶ ɜɪɟɦɹ. ɇɟ ɯɨɱɟɬɫɹ ɫɩɟɲɢɬɶ. ɏɨɱɟɬɫɹ ɧɚɩɢɫɚɬɶ ɯɨɪɨɲɨ. Ʉɚɤɨɟ ɛɵɥɨ ɛɵ ɫɱɚɫɬɶɟ ɫɢɞɟɬɶ 
ɝɞɟ‐ɧɢɛɭɞɶ ɧɚ ɞɚɱɟ ɭ ɑёɪɧɨɝɨ ɦɨɪɹ ɢ ɪɚɛɨɬɚɬɶ ɧɚɞ ɬɟɤɫɬɨɦ! ɇɨ, ɭɜɵ, ɑёɪɧɨɟ ɦɨɪɟ ɞɚɥɟɤɨ¼ Ⱥ 
ɡɚɳɢɬɚ ɞɢɩɥɨɦɚ ɢ ɷɤɡɚɦɟɧɵ ɩɪɢɛɥɢɠɚɸɬɫɹ. 

ɗɥɢɧɚ ɋɟɪɝɟɟɜɧɚ, ȼɵ ɫɟɣɱɚɫ ɠɢɜёɬɟ ɧɚ ɞɚɱɟ ɢɥɢ ɜ ɝɨɪɨɞɟ? Ʉɚɤ ɩɨɝɨɞɚ? ɀɚɪɤɨ? Ʉɚɤ ɜɟɞɭɬ 
ɫɟɛɹ ȼɚɲɢ ɪɨɡɵ ɧɚ ɞɚɱɟ? Ʉɚɠɟɬɫɹ, ɬɚɤ ɢ ɜɢɠɭ ɢɯ ɩɟɪɟɞ ɝɥɚɡɚɦɢ¼ Ⱥ ɜɢɧɨɝɪɚɞ ɢ ɝɪɭɲɢ? 
ɇɚɞɟɸɫɶ, ɱɬɨ ɭ ȼɚɫ ɛɭɞɟɬ ɯɨɪɨɲɢɣ ɭɪɨɠɚɣ ɜ ɷɬɨɦ ɝɨɞɭ! 

Ɉɛɧɢɦɚɸ ɜɚɫ! Ɉɛɟɳɚɸ ɢɫɩɪɚɜɢɬɶɫɹ ɢ ɩɢɫɚɬɶ ɱɚɫɬɨ! 

ȼɚɲɚ ɋɟɥɢɧ 
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Russian (Field 31): Sample Items 

ANALYSIS FOR STRONG RESPONSE TO OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM—
 
WRITTEN EXPRESSION
 

This is an example of a strong response because it is characterized by the following: 

Purpose: The response thoroughly fulfills the purpose of the assignment by connecting with the 
theoretical host family in letter format. The letter includes reminiscences about experiences the writer 
had during her stay with the family, as well as the writer's current and projected future experiences, 
and questions about the host family's life. The use of informal language structures, as well as the 
emotional, playful tone (e.g., "Ɉɛɟɳɚɸ ɢɫɩɪɚɜɢɬɶɫɹ ɢ ɩɢɫɚɬɶ ɱɚɫɬɨ!") demonstrates the warm 
relationship between the writer and the audience. 

Coherence: The letter has a clear overarching structure. It starts out with greetings and an 
introductory paragraph explaining the lapse in correspondence, and then addresses various topics 
relevant to the theme of the letter before closing with the information of further correspondence. Ideas 
are organized into separate paragraphs, each of which focuses on a single general topic that is 
elaborated upon before moving to a new topic. Cohesive devices such as transition words (e.g., 
"ɉɪɟɠɞɟ ɜɫɟɝɨ," "ɉɨ‐ɩɪɟɠɧɟɦɭ") clarify relationships among ideas. 

Content: The response lays out a variety of topics that are relevant to the assignment. Each main 
idea is elaborated upon with extensive supporting ideas and details. For example, the letter writer, 
who is a student, tells her former host family about her work on her final thesis. She would like to get 
their opinion on it, and discusses her future plans with them. The ability to elaborate upon ideas 
showcases strength in many areas of language proficiency (e.g., vocabulary, coherence, grammar, 
mechanics), fulfilling the purpose of the assignment. 

Grammar: The response features a variety of sentence types (e.g., affirmative sentences, questions, 

exclamations) and sentence structures (e.g., stand‐alone independent clauses, compound and 
complex sentences). The declension of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives works properly. The pronoun 
"ȼɵ" is employed correctly in different situations (e.g., capitalized when used to address one person). 
An array of verb forms and tenses (past: "ɫɨɛɪɚɥɚ," "ɜɫɩɨɦɢɧɚɥɚ"; present: "ɜɫɩɨɦɢɧɚɸ," 
"ɩɪɢɛɥɢɠɚɸɬɫɹ"; future: "ɛɭɞɭ ɪɚɞɚ ɩɪɢɫɥɚɬɶ," "ɩɪɢɲɥɸ"; infinitive: "ɪɟɞɚɤɬɢɪɨɜɚɬɶ, ɞɨɛɚɜɥɹɬɶ"; 
reflexive: "ɩɪɨɞɜɢɝɚɸɫɶ," "ɢɫɩɪɚɜɢɬɶɫɹ") and moods (conditional: "ȿɫɥɢ ɛɵ ɜɵ ɬɨɥɶɤɨ ɡɧɚɥɢ, ɤɚɤ 
ɱɚɫɬɨ ɢ ɫ ɤɚɤɨɣ ɪɚɞɨɫɬɶɸ ɹ ɜɫɩɨɦɢɧɚɸ ɜɪɟɦɹ, ɩɪɨɜɟɞёɧɧɨɟ ɫ ɜɚɦɢ ɜ ɫɨɥɧɟɱɧɨɣ Ɉɞɟɫɫɟ!") are 
formed accurately and effectively. 

Vocabulary: The response reflects a broad command of the language. Word choice is appropriate. 
Direct address is employed. Idiomatic language is used throughout (i.e., the response does not 
sound "translated" from another language). The response demonstrates access to a varied 
vocabulary, including higher‐level, specific words and phrases (e.g., "ɍɬɟɲɚɸ," "ɜɵɡɪɟɬɶ") that lend 
precision to the communication. 

Mechanics: The response is free of punctuation and spelling errors that would disrupt the clarity of 
the communication. 

Return to Test Information Guide 
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