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Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure® (MTEL®)
Test Objectives
Field 54: English as a Second Language

SUBAREAS:

FOUNDATIONS OF SECOND-LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION
SECOND-LANGUAGE AND CONTENT LEARNING
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

FOUNDATIONS OF SECOND-LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION  [29%]

0001 Understand processes and stages of language acquisition and factors
affecting second-language development.

For example: major theories of first-language acquisition and second-
language acquisition and learning (e.g., Vygotsky, Chomsky, Pinker,
Krashen, Cummins); characteristics of various stages of first- and second-
language acquisition; cognitive processes involved in internalizing language
rules and learning vocabulary in a second language (e.g., memorization,
categorization, metacognition); factors affecting second-language acquisition
(e.g., age, motivation, learning style, environmental factors); and the role of
the first language in second-language development (e.g., language transfer,
interlanguage development).

0002 Understand basic linguistic and sociolinguistic concepts related to instruction
for English language learners.

For example: knowledge of phonetics and phonemics (e.g., distinguishing
among classes of sound); use of morphology and lexicon to analyze a word's
structure, function, and meaning; recognition of syntactic features (e.g., a
verb phrase) and discourse features in oral and written text (e.g., cohesion);
use of semantics and pragmatics in determining meaning in connected
discourse; major theorists in sociolinguistics (e.g., Labov, Fishman, Hymes,
Bernstein); and knowledge of sociolinguistic concepts (e.g., dialect diversity
in English; factors affecting language variation, register, and style;
intercultural differences in communication styles).
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Field 54: English as a Second Language
Test Objectives

0003 Understand sheltered/structured English immersion (SEI) theories, programs,
and instructional approaches for English language learners.

For example: knowledge of research (e.g., by Lambert, Ramirez, Gersten,
Rossell & Baker) on effective second-language immersion programs;
characteristics and goals of effective sheltered/structured English immersion
programs; and features and theoretical bases of methods of second-
language instruction that can be used to promote language and content
learning in SEI classrooms (e.g., Natural Approach, communicative language
teaching, integrated language teaching, Cognitive Academic Language
Learning Approach [CALLA], sheltered content teaching).

SECOND-LANGUAGE AND CONTENT LEARNING [51%)]

0004 Understand strategies for promoting and assessing English language learners'
oral language skills and communicative language development.

For example: strategies and activities for developing English language
learners' communicative language skills (e.g., aural comprehension, listening
and speaking vocabularies, knowledge of Standard English, listening and
speaking for different purposes) and communicative competence in English;
knowledge of formal and informal methods of assessing oral language
proficiency; guidelines for selecting and administering oral language
assessments; and interpretation and use of assessment results, including
differentiation between normal variation in oral language performance and
performance that may indicate possible disabilities.

0005 Understand theory, research, and practice related to developing reading skills
and reading comprehension in English as a first language.

For example: research foundations and key features of significant reading
theories and models; the role of oral language in early reading development
and the interrelationship of listening, speaking, reading, and writing;
knowledge of the alphabetic principle, and research-based strategies for
promoting students' phonemic awareness and other critical phonological
skills (e.g., phonics skills); and knowledge of research-based strategies to
help students determine the meaning of unfamiliar words in text, expand their
reading vocabulary, develop their reading comprehension, and address
different types of reading materials and purposes for reading.
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Field 54: English as a Second Language
Test Objectives

0006 Understand reading instruction and assessment for English language learners.

For example: differences in initial reading instruction in English for students
who are and are not literate in their first language; the relationship and
transfer of existing first-language reading skills to the second language;
factors that affect second-language reading development; selection and
adaptation of reading instruction materials for English language learners

at different ages, stages of reading development, and levels of English-
language proficiency; knowledge of sheltered strategies and various reading
intervention approaches for addressing the specific reading needs of English
language learners; characteristics of various types of formal and informal
reading assessments and their advantages and limitations for use with
English language learners; guidelines for selecting and administering various
types of reading assessments; and interpretation and use of assessment
information, including differentiation between normal variation in performance
and performance that may indicate possible reading or learning disabilities.

0007 Understand writing instruction and assessment for English language learners.

For example: knowledge of approaches, practices, and strategies used to
promote English language learners' writing development and writing skills
(e.g., Language Experience Approach, dialogue journals); knowledge of
the writing process and its applications in developing English language
learners' writing proficiency; selection of purposeful writing activities
appropriate for a range of ages, reading abilities, and English proficiency
levels; knowledge of formal elements of written English and explicit,
systematic strategies for developing students' knowledge and use of different
text structures (e.g., narrative, expository, persuasive) and conventions

of written Standard English (e.g., mechanics, syntax, grammar, spelling);
characteristics, selection, and administration of various types of formal and
informal writing assessments; and interpretation and use of assessment
information, including differentiation between normal variation in writing
development and performance that may indicate possible disabilities.
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0008 Understand instruction and assessment related to the development of English
language learners' cognitive-academic language proficiency and content area
learning.

For example: strategies for teaching subject matter in English and for
developing English language learners' cognitive-academic language
proficiency (e.g., providing comprehensible input, providing explicit instruction
in academic language and vocabulary, integrating content and language
objectives, supporting students' use of English to discuss and consider
subject matter content); selection and adaptation of content area materials to
address students' cognitive and linguistic needs; approaches

for promoting the content area learning of English language learners

at different ages, especially those who have experienced gaps and
interruptions in their education; characteristics of and guidelines for using
various formal and informal procedures and instruments for assessing
students' cognitive-academic language proficiency and content area
concepts and skills; and interpretation and use of assessment information,
including differentiation between normal variation in performance and
performance that may indicate possible learning disabilities.

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING [20%]

In addition to answering multiple-choice items, candidates will prepare written responses to
questions addressing content summarized in the objective below.

0009 Prepare an organized, developed analysis on a topic related to one or more of
the following: foundations of second-language instruction; second-language
and content learning.

(Refer to objectives 0001 through 0008 and associated descriptive
statements.)
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